Saul, YHWH, Israel and monarchy: questions and concerns

. Why choose a king from the tribe of Benjamin (9.1; 10.20-21), which was a
group reviled for raping a women seeking shelter?

. Why does Samuel seem to manipulate (9.19-20; 10.2-8; 15.1-3) and torment
(13.11-14; 15.17-31; 28.15-19) Saul into submission to Samuel or rejection as
king?

. Why would Saul choose to remind the people of the Gibeah-rape incident
by sending pieces of an oxen throughout Israel to muster troops (11.7)?

. Why does Saul make a rash oath to prohibit his hungry soldiers from eat-
ing (14.24)?

.Why does Jonathan immediately and publicly (14.29) oppose and dishonor
his father, and later, side with Saul’s rival, David (18.1-4; 20.1-17, 30-42)?

. Why does YHWH “regret” making Saul king (15.11, 35; 16.1), having made
the choice directly?

14.Why does YHWH “torment” (16.14) Saul with an “evil spirit”?

16. Why does Saul appoint Doeg, from the enemy Edomites (14.47), to be his
chief shepherd (21.7)?




