The Seals in Revelation 6

VERSES LIVING CREA- SEAL RIDER WHAT IS REVEALED NOTES
TURE COLOR

Seals 1-4
6.1-2 First (lion) white Carrying a The empire’s claim to have Mounted archers could imply Parthi-
bow, wearing | conquered the world is ans to the East, or others from outside
a crown, con- | shown to be challenged by an | the empire
quering army of mounted archers

6.5-6 Third (human | black Carrying Imperial economy is unsus- A choinix of wheat “normally” cost 1/16
face) scales tainable; food shortages denarius, and barley about half that.
cause strife and rivalry among | The annual cereal crops compete
wealthy landowners (latifun- | with the perennial vineyards/orchards
dia) amid famine.

Seals 5-6

VERSES CoOLOR WHO SPEAKS WHAT IS REVEALED NOTES




6.9-11

White

o

Those who had been
killed for the Word of
God and their withess

The yearning for vengeance
prevents having “ears to hear”
the Good News of God's vic-
tory

Title for God, despotes, was used for
Roman emperor Domitian (late first
century CE)

NRSV is misleading in “number” of
those to be killed.




