
Adonijah’s “royal banquet” (1 Kings 1.5-10, 41-50)

Now Adonijah son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, "I will be king"; he pre-
pared for himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. His fa-
ther had never at any time displeased him by asking, "Why have you done thus and
so?" He was also a very handsome man [tov-to’ar me’od], and he was born next
after Absalom. He conferred with Joab son of Zeruiah and with the priest Abiathar,
and they supported Adonijah. But the priest Zadok, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada,
and the prophet Nathan, and Shimei, and Rei, and David's own warriors did not side
with Adonijah. Adonijah sacrificed sheep, oxen, and fatted cattle by the stone Zo-
heleth, which is beside En-rogel, and he invited all his brothers, the king's sons,
and all the royal officials of Judah, but he did not invite the prophet Nathan or
Benaiah or the warriors or his brother Solomon. …

Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they finished feasting.
When Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, he said, "Why is the city in an uproar?"
While he was still speaking, Jonathan son of the priest Abiathar arrived. Adonijah
said, "Come in, for you are a worthy man and surely you bring good news." Jona-
than answered Adonijah, "No, for our lord King David has made Solomon king;
the king has sent with him the priest Zadok, the prophet Nathan, and Benaiah
son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites and the Pelethites; and they had him ride
on the king's mule; the priest Zadok and the prophet Nathan have anointed
him king at Gihon; and they have gone up from there rejoicing, so that the city is in
an uproar. This is the noise that you heard. Solomon now sits on the royal throne.
Moreover the king's servants came to congratulate our lord King David, saying, 'May
God make the name of Solomon more famous than yours, and make his throne
greater than your throne.' The king bowed in worship on the bed and went on to
pray thus, 'Blessed be YHWH, the God of Israel, who today has granted one of
my offspring to sit on my throne and permitted me to witness it.'" Then all the
guests of Adonijah got up trembling and went their own ways. Adonijah, fear-
ing Solomon, got up and went to grasp the horns of the altar.


