
Noah and the Flood in intertestamental literature

4 MACCABEES 15.31-32:
Just as Noah's ark, carrying the world in the universal flood, stoutlyendured the
waves, 15:32 so you, O guardian of the law, overwhelmed from every side by the
flood of your emotions and the violent winds, the torture of your sons, endured no-
bly and withstood the wintry storms that assail religion.

1 ENOCH
10:1-4:

Then said the Most High, the Holy and Great One spake, and sent Uriel to the
son of Lamech, and said to him: 'Go to Noah and tell him in my name "Hide
thyself!" and reveal to him the end that is approaching: that the whole earth
will be destroyed, and a deluge is about to come upon the whole earth, and
will destroy all that is on it. And now instruct him that he may escape and his
seed may be preserved for all the generations of the world.'

54:7-55:2:
And in those days shall punishment come from the Lord of Spirits, and he will
open all the chambers of waters which are above the heavens, and of the
fountains which are beneath the earth. And all the waters shall be joined with
the waters: that which is above the heavens is the masculine, and the water
which is beneath the earth is the feminine. And they shall destroy all who
dwell on the earth and those who dwell under the ends of the heaven. And
when they have recognized their unrighteousness which they have wrought
on the earth, then by these shall they perish. And after that the Head of Days
repented and said: ' In vain have I destroyed all who dwell on the earth.' And
He sware by His great name: ' Henceforth I will not do so to all who dwell on
the earth, and I will set a sign in the heaven: and this shall be a pledge of
good faith between Me and them forever, so long as heaven is above the
earth

60.1:
In the year 500, in the seventh month, on the fourteenth day of the month in
the life of [Enoch/Noah]. In that Parable I saw how a mighty quaking made
the heaven of heavens to quake, and the host of the Most High, and the an-
gels, a thousand thousands and ten thousand times ten thousand, were dis-
quieted with a great disquiet. And the Head of Days sat on the throne of His
glory, and the angels and the righteous stood around Him.

65:1-67.12:
And in those days Noah saw the earth that it had sunk down and its destruc-
tion was nigh. And he arose from thence and went to the ends of the earth,
and cried aloud to his grandfather Enoch: and Noah said three times with an



embittered voice: Hear me, hear me, hear me.' And I said unto him: ' Tell me
what it is that is falling out on the earth that the earth is in such evil plight
and shaken, lest perchance I shall perish with it? ' And thereupon there was a
great commotion, on the earth, and a voice was heard from heaven, and I fell
on my face. And Enoch my grandfather came and stood by me, and said unto
me: ' Why hast thou cried unto me with a bitter cry and weeping And a
command has gone forth from the presence of the Lord concerning those
who dwell on the earth that their ruin is accomplished because they have
learnt all the secrets of the angels, and all the violence of the Satans, and all
their powers -the most secret ones- and all the power of those who practice
sorcery, and the power of witchcraft, and the power of those who make mol-
ten images for the whole earth: And how silver is produced from the dust of
the earth, and how soft metal originates in the earth. For lead and tin are not
produced from the earth like the first: it is a fountain that produces them, and
an angel stands therein, and that angel is pre-eminent.' And after that my
grandfather Enoch took hold of me by my hand and raised me up, and said
unto me: ' Go, for I have asked the Lord of Spirits as touching this commotion
on the earth. And He said unto me: " Because of their unrighteousness their
judgement has been determined upon and shall not be withheld by Me for-
ever. Because of the sorceries which they have searched out and learnt, the
earth and those who dwell upon it shall be destroyed." And these-they have
no place of repentance forever, because they have shown them what was
hidden, and they are the damned: but as for thee, my son, the Lord of Spirits
knows that thou art pure, and guiltless of this reproach concerning the se-
crets.
And He has destined thy name to be among the holy,
And will preserve thee amongst those who dwell on the earth,
And has destined thy righteous seed both for kingship and for great honors,
And from thy seed shall proceed a fountain of the righteous and holy without
number forever.
And after that he showed me the angels of punishment who are prepared to
come and let loose all the powers of the waters which are beneath in the
earth in order to bring judgement and destruction on all who [abide and]
dwell on the earth. And the Lord of Spirits gave commandment to the angels
who were going forth, that they should not cause the waters to rise but
should hold them in check; for those angels were over the powers of the wa-
ters. And I went away from the presence of Enoch. And in those days the
word of God came unto me, and He said unto me: ' Noah, thy lot has come up
before Me, a lot without blame, a lot of love and uprightness. And now the
angels are making a wooden (building), and when they have completed that
task I will place My hand upon it and preserve it, and there shall come forth
from it the seed of life, and a change shall set in so that the earth will not re-
main without inhabitant. And I will make fast thy sed before me forever and
ever, and I will spread abroad those who dwell with thee: it shall not be un-



fruitful on the face of the earth, but it shall be blessed and multiply on the
earth in the name of the Lord.' And He will imprison those angels, who have
shown unrighteousness, in that burning valley which my grandfather Enoch
had formerly shown to me in the west among the mountains of gold and sil-
ver and iron and soft metal and tin. And I saw that valley in which there was a
great convulsion and a convulsion of the waters. And when all this took place,
from that fiery molten metal and from the convulsion thereof in that place,
there was produced a smell of sulphur, and it was connected with those wa-
ters, and that valley of the angels who had led astray (mankind) burned be-
neath that land. And through its valleys proceed streams of fire, where these
angels are punished who had led astray those who dwell upon the earth. But
those waters shall in those days serve for the kings and the mighty and the
exalted, and those who dwell on the earth, for the healing of the body, but for
the punishment of the spirit; now their spirit is full of lust, that they may be
punished in their body, for they have denied the Lord of Spirits and see their
punishment daily, and yet believe not in His name. And in proportion as the
burning of their bodies becomes severe, a corresponding change shall take
place in their spirit forever and ever; for before the Lord of Spirits none shall
utter an idle word. For the judgement shall come upon them, because they
believe in the lust of their body and deny the Spirit of the Lord. And those
same waters will undergo a change in those days; for when those angels are
punished in these waters, these water-springs shall change their tempera-
ture, and when the angels ascend, this water of the springs shall change and
become cold. And I heard Michael answering and saying: ' This judgement
wherewith the angels are judged is a testimony for the kings and the mighty
who possess the earth.' Because these waters of judgement minister to the
healing of the body of the kings and the lust of their body; therefore they will
not see and will not believe that those waters will change and become a fire
which burns forever.

Chapters 106-107:
And after some days my son Methuselah took a wife for his son Lamech, and
she became pregnant by him and bore a son. And his body was white as
snow and red as the blooming of a rose, and the hair of his head and his long
locks were white as wool, and his eyes beautiful. And when he opened his
eyes, he lighted up the whole house like the sun, and the whole house was
very bright. And thereupon he arose in the hands of the midwife, opened his
mouth, and conversed with the Lord of righteousness. And his father Lamech
was afraid of him and fled, and came to his father Methuselah. And he said
unto him: ' I have begotten a strange son, diverse from and unlike man, and
resembling the sons of the God of heaven; and his nature is different and he
is not like us, and his eyes are as the rays of the sun, and his countenance is
glorious. And it seems to me that he is not sprung from me but from the an-
gels, and I fear that in his days a wonder may be wrought on the earth. And



now, my father, I am here to petition thee and implore thee that thou mayest
go to Enoch, our father, and learn from him the truth, for his dwelling-place is
amongst the angels.' And when Methuselah heard the words of his son, he
came to me to the ends of the earth; for he had heard that was there, and he
cried aloud, and I heard his voice and I came to him. And said unto him: ' Be-
hold, here am I, my son, wherefore hast thou come to me ? ' And he answered
and said: ' Because of a great cause of anxiety have I come to thee, and be-
cause of a disturbing vision have I approached. And now, my father, hear me:
unto Lamech my son there hath been born a son, the like of whom there is
none, and his nature is not like man's nature, and the color of his body is
whiter than snow and redder than the bloom of a rose, and the hair of his
head is whiter than white wool, and his eyes are like the rays of the sun, and
he opened his eyes and thereupon lighted up the whole house. And he arose
in the hands of the midwife, and opened his mouth and blessed the Lord of
heaven. And his father Lamech became afraid and fled to me, and did not be-
lieve that he was sprung from him, but that he was in the likeness of the an-
gels of heaven; and behold I have come to thee that thou mayest make
known to me the truth.' And I, Enoch, answered and said unto him: 'The Lord
will do a new thing on the earth, and this I have already seen in a vision, and
make known to thee that in the generation of my father Jared some of the
angels of heaven transgressed the word of the Lord. And behold they commit
sin and transgress the law, and have united themselves with women and
commit sin with them, and have married some of them, and have begot chil-
dren by them. And they shall produce on the earth giants not according to
the spirit, but according to the flesh, and there shall be a great punishment
on the earth, and the earth shall be cleansed from all impurity. Yea, there
shall come a great destruction over the whole earth, and there shall be a del-
uge and a great destruction for one year. And this son who has been born un-
to you shall be left on the earth, and his three children shall be saved with
him: when all mankind that are on the earth shall die [he and his sons shall be
saved]. And now make known to thy son Lamech that he who has been born
is in truth his son, and call his name Noah; for he shall be left to you, and he
and his sons shall be saved from the destruction, which shall come upon the
earth on account of all the sin and all the unrighteousness, which shall be
consummated on the earth in his days. And after that there shall be still more
unrighteousness than that which was first consummated on the earth; for I
know the mysteries of the holy ones; for He, the Lord, has showed me and in-
formed me, and I have read (them) in the heavenly tablets.
And I saw written on them that generation upon generation shall transgress,
till a generation of righteousness arises, and transgression is destroyed and
sin passes away from the earth, and all manner of good comes upon it. And
now, my son, go and make known to thy son Lamech that this son, which has
been born, is in truth his son, and that (this) is no lie.' And when Methuselah
had heard the words of his father Enoch-for he had shown to him everything



in secret-he returned and showed (them) to him and called the name of that
son Noah; for he will comfort the earth after all the destruction.

JUBILEES 5-7:
And it came to pass when the children of men began to multiply on the face
of the earth and daughters were born unto them, that the angels of God saw
them on a certain year of this jubilee, that they were beautiful to look upon;
and they took themselves wives of all whom they chose, and they bare unto
them sons and they were giants. And lawlessness increased on the earth and
all flesh corrupted its way, alike men and cattle and beasts and birds and eve-
rything that walks on the earth -all of them corrupted their ways and their
orders, and they began to devour each other, and lawlessness increased on
the earth and every imagination of the thoughts of all men
(was) thus evil continually. And God looked upon the earth, and behold it was
corrupt, and all flesh had corrupted its orders, and all that were upon the
earth had wrought all manner of evil before His eyes. And He said that He
would destroy man and all flesh upon the face of the earth, which He had
created. But Noah found grace before the eyes of the Lord. And against the
angels whom He had sent upon the earth, He was exceedingly angry, and He
gave commandment to root them out of all their dominion, and He bade us
to bind them in the depths of the earth, and behold they are bound in the
midst of them, and are (kept) separate. And against their sons went forth a
command from before His face that they should be smitten with the sword,
and be removed from under heaven. And He said 'My spirit shall not always
abide on man; for they also are flesh and their days shall be one hundred and
twenty years'. And He sent His sword into their midst that each should slay
his neighbor, and they began to slay each other till they all fell by the sword
and were destroyed from the earth. And their fathers were witnesses (of their
destruction), and after this they were bound in the depths of the earth forev-
er, until the day of the great condemnation, when judgment is executed on
all those who have corrupted their ways and their works before the Lord. And
He destroyed all from their places, and there was not left one of them whom
He judged not according to all their wickedness. And he made for all his
works a new and righteous nature, so that they should not sin in their whole
nature forever, but should be all righteous each in his kind always. And the
judgment of all is ordained and written on the heavenly tablets in righteous-
ness -even (the judgment of) all who depart from the path which is ordained
for them to walk in; and if they walk not therein, judgment is written down for
every creature and for every kind. And there is nothing in heaven or on earth,
or in light or in darkness, or in Sheol or in the depth, or in the place of dark-
ness (which is not judged); and all their judgments are
ordained and written and engraved. In regard to all He will judge, the great
according to his greatness, and the small according to his smallness, and



each according to his way. And He is not one who will regard the person (of
any), nor is He one who will receive gifts, if He says that He will execute judg-
ment on each: if one gave everything that is on the earth, He will not regard
the gifts or the person (of any), nor accept anything at his hands, for He is a
righteous judge. [And of the children of Israel it has been written and or-
dained: If they turn to him in righteousness He will forgive all their transgres-
sions and pardon all their sins. It is written and ordained that
He will show mercy to all who turn from all their guilt once each year.] And as
for all those who corrupted their ways and their thoughts before the flood, no
man's person was accepted save that of Noah alone; for his person was ac-
cepted in behalf of his sons, whom (God) saved from the waters of the flood
on his account; for his heart was righteous in all his ways, according as it was
commanded regarding him, and he had not departed from aught that was
ordained for him. And the Lord said that he would destroy everything which
was upon the earth, both men and cattle, and
beasts, and fowls of the air, and that which moves on the earth. And He
commanded Noah to make him an ark, that he might save himself from the
waters of the flood. And Noah made the ark in all respects as He commanded
him, in the twenty-seventh jubilee of years, in the fifth week
in the fifth year (on the new moon of the first month). And he entered in the
sixth (year) thereof, in the second month, on the new moon of the second
month, till the sixteenth; and he entered, and all that we brought to him, into
the ark, and the Lord closed it from without on the seventeenth evening.
And the Lord opened seven flood-gates of heaven,
And the months of the fountains of the great deep, seven months in number.
And the flood-gates began to pour down water from the heaven forty days
and forty nights,
And the fountains of the deep also sent up waters, until the whole world was
full of water.
And the waters increased upon the earth: Fifteen cubits did the waters rise
above all the high mountains, And the ark was lift up above the earth,
And it moved upon the face of the waters.
And the water prevailed on the face of the earth five months -one hundred
and fifty days.
And the ark went and rested on the top of Lubar, one of the mountains of
Ararat. And (on the new moon) in the fourth month the fountains of the great
deep were closed and the flood-gates of heaven were restrained; and on the
new moon of the seventh month all the mouths of the abysses
of the earth were opened, and the water began to descend into the deep be-
low. And on the new moon of the tenth month the tops of the mountains
were seen, and on the new moon of the first month the earth became visible.
And the waters disappeared from above the earth in the fifth week in the
seventh year thereof, and on the seventeenth day in the second month the
earth was dry.



And on the twenty-seventh thereof he opened the ark, and sent forth from it
beasts, and cattle, and birds, and every moving thing.
And on the new moon of the third month he went forth from the ark, and
built an altar on that mountain. And he made atonement for the earth, and
took a kid and made atonement by its blood for all the guilt of the earth; for
everything that had been on it had been destroyed, save those that were in
the ark with Noah. And he placed the fat thereof on the altar, and he took an
ox, and a goat, and a sheep and kids, and salt, and a turtle-dove, and the
young of a dove, and placed a burnt sacrifice on the altar, and poured thereon
an offering mingled with oil, and sprinkled wine and strewed frankincense
over everything, and caused a goodly savor to arise, acceptable before
the Lord. And the Lord smelt the goodly savor, and He made a covenant with
him that there should not be any more a flood to destroy the earth; that all
the days of the earth seed-time and harvest should never cease; cold and
heat, and summer and winter, and day and night should not
change their order, nor cease forever. 'And you, increase you and multiply
upon the earth, and become many upon it, and be a blessing upon it. The fear
of you and the dread of you I will inspire in everything that is on earth and in
the sea. And behold I have given unto you all beasts, and all winged things,
and everything that moves on the earth, and the fish in the waters, and all
things for food; as the green herbs, I have given you all things to eat. But
flesh, with the life thereof, with the blood, you shall not eat; for the life of all
flesh is in the blood, lest your blood of your lives be required. At the hand of
every man, at the hand of every (beast) will I require the
blood of man. Whoso sheds man's blood by man shall his blood be shed, for
in the image of God made He man. And you, increase you, and multiply on
the earth.' And Noah and his sons swore that they would not eat any blood
that was in any flesh, and he made a covenant before the
Lord God forever throughout all the generations of the earth in this month.
On this account He spoke to you that you should make a covenant with the
children of Israel in this month upon the mountain with an oath, and that you
should sprinkle blood upon them because of all the words
of the covenant, which the Lord made with them forever. And this testimony
is written concerning you that you should observe it continually, so that you
should not eat on any day any blood of beasts or birds or cattle during all the
days of the earth, and the man who eats the blood of beast or of cattle or of
birds during all the days of the earth, he and his seed shall be rooted out of
the land.
And do you command the children of Israel to eat no blood, so that their
names and their seed may be before the Lord our God continually. And for
this law there is no limit of days, for it is forever. They shall observe it through-
out their generations, so that they may continue supplicating on your behalf
with blood before the altar; every day and at the time of morning and even-
ing they shall seek forgiveness on your behalf perpetually before the Lord



that they may keepit and not be rooted out. And He gave to Noah and his
sons a sign that there should not againbe a flood on the earth. He set His bow
in the cloud for a sign of the eternal covenant that there should not again be
a flood on the earth to destroy it all the days of the earth. For this reason it is
ordained and written on the heavenly tablets, that they should celebrate the
feast of weeks in this month once a year, to renew the covenant every year.
And this whole festival was celebrated in heaven from the day of creation till
the days of Noah -twenty-six jubilees and five weeks of years: and Noah and
his sons observed it for seven jubilees and one week of years, till the day of
Noah's death, and from the day of Noah's death his sons did away with (it) un-
til the days of Abraham, and they eat blood. But Abraham observed it, and
Isaac and Jacob and his children observed it up to your days, and in your days
the children of Israel forgot it until you celebrated it anew on this mountain.
And do you command the children of Israel to observe this festival in all their
generations for a commandment unto them: one day in the year in this
month they shall celebrate the festival. For it is the feast of weeks and the
feast of first fruits: this feast is twofold and of a double nature:
according to what is written and engraven concerning it, celebrate it. For I
have written in the book of the first law, in that which I have written for you,
that you should celebrate it in its season, one day in the year, and I explained
to you its sacrifices that the children of Israel should remember and should
celebrate it throughout their generations in this month, one day in every year.
And on the new moon of the first month, and on the new moon of the fourth
month, and on the new moon of the seventh month, and on the new moon
of the tenth month are the days of remembrance, and the days of the sea-
sons in the four divisions of the year. These are written and ordained
as a testimony forever. And Noah ordained them for himself as feasts for the
generations forever, so that they have become thereby a memorial unto him.
And on the new moon of the first month he was bidden to make for himself
an ark, and on that (day) the earth became dry and he opened
(the ark) and saw the earth. And on the new moon of the fourth month the
mouths of the depths of the abyss beneath were closed. And on the new
moon of the seventh month all the mouths of
the abysses of the earth were opened, and the waters began to descend into
them. And on the new moon of the tenth month the tops of the mountains
were seen, and Noah was glad. And on this account he ordained them for
himself as feasts for a memorial forever, and thus are they ordained.
And they placed them on the heavenly tablets, each had thirteen weeks; from
one to another (passed) their memorial, from the first to the second, and from
the second to the third, and from the third to the fourth. And all the days of
the commandment will be two and fifty weeks of days, and (these will make)
the entire year complete. Thus it is engraven and ordained on the heavenly
tablets. And there is no neglecting (this commandment) for a single year or
from year to year.



And command you the children of Israel that they observe the years accord-
ing to this reckoning- three hundred and sixty-four days, and (these) will con-
stitute a complete year, and they will not disturb its time from its days and
from its feasts; for everything will fall out in them according to
their testimony, and they will not leave out any day nor disturb any feasts. But
if they do neglect and do not observe them according to His commandment,
then they will disturb all their seasons and the years will be dislodged from
this (order), [and they will disturb the seasons and the years
will be dislodged] and they will neglect their ordinances. And all the children
of Israel will forget and will not find the path of the years, and will forget the
new moons, and seasons, and sabbaths and they will go wrong as to all the
order of the years. For I know and from henceforth will I declare it unto you,
and it is not of my own devising; for the book (lies) written before me, and on
the heavenly tablets the division of days is ordained, lest they forget the feasts
of the covenant and walk according to the feasts of the Gentiles after their er-
ror and after their ignorance. For there will be those who will assuredly make
observations of the moon -how (it) disturbs the seasons and comes in from
year to year ten days too soon. For this reason the years will come upon them
when they will disturb (the order), and make an abominable (day) the day of
testimony, and an unclean day a feast day, and they will confound all the
days, the holy with the unclean, and the unclean day with the holy; for they
will go wrong as to the months and sabbaths and feasts and
jubilees. For this reason I command and testify to you that you may testify to
them; for after your death your children will disturb (them), so that they will
not make the year three hundred and sixty-four days only, and for this reason
they will go wrong as to the new moons and seasons and sabbaths and festi-
vals, and they will eat all kinds of blood with all kinds of flesh.
And in the seventh week in the first year thereof, in this jubilee, Noah planted
vines on the mountain on which the ark had rested, named Lubar, one of the
Ararat Mountains, and they produced fruit in the fourth year, and he guarded
their fruit, and gathered it in this year in the
seventh month. And he made wine therefrom and put it into a vessel, and
kept it until the fifth year, until the first day, on the new moon of the first
month. And he celebrated with joy the day of this feast, and he made a burnt
sacrifice unto the Lord, one young ox and one ram, and seven sheep, each a
year old, and a kid of the goats, that he might make atonement thereby for
himself and his sons. And he prepared the kid first, and placed some of its
blood on the flesh that was on the altar which he had made, and all the fat he
laid on the altar where he made the burnt sacrifice,and the ox and the ram
and the sheep, and he laid all their flesh upon the altar. And he placed all
their offerings mingled with oil upon it, and afterwards he sprinkled wine on
the fire which he had previously made on the altar, and he placed incense on
the altar and caused a sweet savour toascend acceptable before the Lord his



God. And he rejoiced and drank of this wine, he and his children with joy. And
it was evening, and he went into his tent, and being drunken he lay down
and slept, and was uncovered in his tent as he slept. And Ham saw Noah his
father naked, and went forth and told his two brethren without. And Shem
took his garment and arose, he and Japheth, and they placed the garment on
their shoulders and went backward and covered the shame
of their father, and their faces were backward. And Noah awoke from his
sleep and knew all that his younger son had done unto him, and he cursed
his son and said: 'Cursed be Canaan; an enslaved servant shall he be unto his
brethren.' And he blessed Shem, and said: 'Blessed be the
Lord God of Shem, and Canaan shall be his servant. God shall enlarge Ja-
pheth, and God shall dwell in the dwelling of Shem, and Canaan shall be his
servant.' And Ham knew that his father had cursed his younger son, and he
was displeased that he had cursed his son. and he parted from
his father, he and his sons with him, Cush and Mizraim and Put and Canaan.
And he built for himself a city and called its name after the name of his wife
Ne'elatama'uk. And Japheth saw it, and became envious of his brother, and
he too built for himself a city, and he called its name after the name of his
wife 'Adataneses. And Shem dwelt with his father Noah, and he built a city
close to his father on the mountain, and he too called its name after the
name of his wife Sedeqetelebab.
And behold these three cities are near Mount Lubar; Sedeqetelebab fronting
the mountain on its east; and Na'eltama'uk on the south; 'Adatan'eses to-
wards the west. And these are the sons of Shem: Elam, and Asshur, and
Arpachshad -this (son) was born two years after the flood- and
Lud, and Aram. The sons of Japheth: Gomer and Magog and Madai and Javan,
Tubal and Meshech and Tiras: these are the sons of Noah. And in the twenty-
eighth jubilee [1324-1372 A.M.] Noah began to enjoin upon his sons' sons the
ordinances and commandments, and all the judgments that he knew, and he
exhorted his sons to observe righteousness, and to cover the shame of their
flesh, and to bless their Creator, and honour father and mother, and love their
neighbor, and guard their souls
from fornication and uncleanness and all iniquity. For owing to these three
things came the flood upon the earth, namely, owing to the fornication
wherein the Watchers against the law of their ordinances went a whoring af-
ter the daughters of men, and took themselves wives of all which they
chose: and they made the beginning of uncleanness. And they begat sons
the Naphidim, and they were all unlike, and they devoured one another: and
the Giants slew the Naphil, and the Naphil slew the Eljo, and the Eljo man-
kind, and one man another. And every one sold himself
to work iniquity and to shed much blood, and the earth was filled with iniqui-
ty. And after this they sinned against the beasts and birds, and all that moves
and walks on the earth: and much blood was shed on the earth, and every
imagination and desire of men imagined vanity and evil



continually. And the Lord destroyed everything from off the face of the earth;
because of the wickedness of their deeds, and because of the blood which
they had shed in the midst of the earth He destroyed everything. 'And we
were left, I and you, my sons, and everything that entered with us into the ark,
and behold I see your works before me that you do not walk in righteousness:
for in the path of destruction you have begun to walk, and you are parting
one from another, and are envious one of another, and (so it comes) that you
are not in harmony, my sons, each with his brother.
For I see, and behold the demons have begun (their) seductions against you
and against your children and now I fear on your behalf, that after my death
you will shed the blood of men upon the earth,
and that you, too, will be destroyed from the face of the earth. For whoso
sheds man's blood, and whoso eats the blood of any flesh, shall all be de-
stroyed from the earth.
And there shall not be left any man that eats blood,
or that sheds the blood of man on the earth,
Nor shall there be left to him any seed or descendants living under heaven;
For into Sheol shall they go, And into the place of condemnation shall they
descend,
And into the darkness of the deep shall they all be removed by a violent
death.
There shall be no blood seen upon you of all the blood there shall be all the
days in which you have killed any beasts or cattle or whatever flies upon the
earth, and work you a good work to your
souls by covering that which has been shed on the face of the earth. And you
shall not be like him who eats with blood, but guard yourselves that none
may eat blood before you: cover the blood,
for thus have I been commanded to testify to you and your children, together
with all flesh. And suffer not the soul to be eaten with the flesh, that your
blood, which is your life, may not be required
at the hand of any flesh that sheds (it) on the earth. For the earth will not be
clean from the blood which has been shed upon it; for (only) through the
blood of him that shed it will the earth be
purified throughout all its generations. And now, my children, harken: work
judgment and righteousness that you maybe planted in righteousness over
the face of the whole earth, and your
glory lifted up before my God, who saved me from the waters of the flood.
And behold, you will go and build for yourselves cities, and plant in them all
the plants that are upon the earth, and moreover
all fruit-bearing trees. For three years the fruit of everything that is eaten will
not be gathered: and in the fourth year its fruit will be accounted holy [and
they will offer the first-fruits], acceptable before the Most High God, who cre-
ated heaven and earth and all things. Let them offer in abundance the first of
the wine and oil (as) first-fruits on the altar of the Lord, who receives it, and



what is left let the servants of the house of the Lord eat before the altar which
receives (it). And in the fifth year make you the release so that you release it in
righteousness and uprightness, and you shall be righteous, and all that you
plant shall prosper. For thus did Enoch, the father of your father command
Methuselah, his son, and Methuselah his son Lamech, and Lamech com-
manded me all the things
which his fathers commanded him. And I also will give you commandment,
my sons, as Enoch commanded his son in the first jubilees: whilst still living,
the seventh in his generation, he commanded and testified to his son and to
his son's sons until the day of his death.'

Qumran’s Genesis Apocryphon 1QapGen (text highly damaged)


