
“Genealogies” (Hebrew, toledot) in Genesis [all translations are NRSV] 

PLACE CONTENT COMMENT 

2.4 These are the generations [toledot] of the heavens 
and the earth when they were created 

Looking backward to Gen 
1 

5.1 This is the list of the descendants [sefer toledot] 
of Adam. 

Begins with a paraphrase 
of 1.27-28 

6.9 These are the descendants [toledot] of Noah. Only the three sons 
named 

10.1 These are the descendants [toledot] of Noah's 
sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth; children were born 
to them after the flood. 

 

10.32 These are the families of Noah's sons, according to 
their genealogies [toledot], in their nations; and 
from these the nations spread abroad on the earth 
after the flood. 

Looking backward to Gen 
10 

11.10 These are the descendants [toledot] of Shem Only one son, Arpachshad, 
named [in Gen 10.22, 
Shem has five sons] 

11.27 Now these are the descendants [toledot] of Terah The lineage of 
Abram/Sarai 

25.12 These are the descendants [toledot] of Ishmael, 
Abraham's son, whomHagar the Egyptian, Sarah's 
slave-girl, bore to Abraham. 

Placed after the Ha-
gar/Ishmael stories 

25.13 These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, named 
in the order [toledot]  of their birth 

Only genealogy with such 
a double use of toledot at 
the start 

25.19 These are the descendants [toledot] of Isaac, 
Abraham's son 

No children are named 

36.1 These are the descendants [toledot] of Esau (that 
is, Edom) 

Only one directly linked to 
a place with a different 
name 

37.2 This is the story [toledot] of the family of Jacob No genealogy at all 

 


