
Genesis Rabbah [midrash] on Gen 11.27-32

Terah, the father of Abraham and Haran, was a dealer in images as well as a wor-
shiper of them. Once when he was away he gave Abraham his stock of graven im-
ages to sell in his absence. In the course of the day an elderly man came to make a
purchase. Abraham asked him his age, and the man gave it as between fifty and
sixty years. Abraham taunted him with want of sound sense in calling the work of
another man's hand, produced perhaps in a few hours, his god; the man laid the
words of Abraham to heart and gave up idol-worship. Again, a woman came with a
handful of fine flour to offer to Terah's idols, which were now in charge of Abraham.
He took a stick and broke all the images except the largest one, in the hand of
which he placed the stick which had worked this wholesale destruction. When his
father returned and saw the havoc committed on his "gods" and property he de-
manded an explanation from his son whom he had left in charge. Abraham mock-
ingly explained that when an offering of fine flour was brought to these divinities
they quarreled with one another as to who should be the recipient, when at last the
biggest of them, being angry at the altercation, took up a stick to chastise the of-
fenders, and in so doing broke them all up. Terah, so far from being satisfied with
this explanation, understood it as a piece of mockery, and when he learned also of
the customers whom Abraham had lost him during his management he became
very incensed, and drove Abraham out of his house and handed him over to Nim-
rod. Nimrod suggested to Abraham that, since he had refused to worship his fa-
ther's idols because of their want of power, he should worship fire, which is very
powerful. Abraham pointed out that water has power over fire. "Well," said Nimrod,
"let us declare water god." "But," replied Abraham, "the clouds absorb the water;
and even they are dispersed by the wind." "Then let us declare the wind our god."
"Bear in mind," continued Abraham, "that man is stronger than wind, and can resist
it and stand against it." Nimrod, becoming weary of arguing with Abraham, decided
to cast him before his god--fire--and challenged Abraham's deliverance by the God
of Abraham, but God saved him out of the fiery furnace. Haran, too, was challenged
to declare his god, but halted between two opinions, and delayed his answer until
he saw the result of Abraham's fate. When he saw the latter saved he declared him-
self on the side of Abraham's God, thinking that he too, having now become an ad-
herent of that God, would be saved by the same miracle. But since his faith was not
real, but depended on a miracle, he perished in the fire, into which, like Abraham,
he was cast by Nimrod. This is hinted in the words (Gen. xi. 28): "And Haran died be-
fore his father Terah in the land of his nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees."


