
David is introduced: three stories

1 SAMUEL 16.1-13: as YHWH’s anointed
YHWH said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve
over Saul? I have rejected him from being king
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I
will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I
have provided for myself a king among his
sons." Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears of
it, he will kill me." And YHWH said, "Take a heifer
with you, and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to
YHWH.' Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show
you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me
the one whom I name to you." Samuel did what
YHWH commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The
elders of the city came to meet him trembling,
and said, "Do you come peaceably?" He said,
"Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to YHWH;
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sac-
rifice." And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and
invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he
looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely YHWH's
anointed is now before YHWH." But YHWH said to
Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the
height of his stature, because I have rejected him;
for YHWH does not see as mortals see; they look
on the outward appearance, but YHWH looks on
the heart." Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made
him pass before Samuel. He said, "Neither has
YHWH chosen this one." Then Jesse made Sham-
mah pass by. And he said, "Neither has YHWH
chosen this one." Jesse made seven of his sons
pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse,
"YHWH has not chosen any of these." Samuel said
to Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And he said,
"There remains yet the youngest, but he is keep-
ing the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send
and bring him; for we will not sit down until he
comes here." He sent and brought him in. Now he
was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was hand-
some. YHWH said, "Rise and anoint him; for this is
the one." Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and
anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and
the spirit of YHWH came mightily upon David
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and
went to Ramah.

1 SAMUEL 16.14-23: as a skillful musician
Now the spirit of YHWH departed from
Saul, and an evil spirit from YHWH tor-
mented him. And Saul's servants said to
him, "See now, an evil spirit from God is
tormenting you. Let our lord now com-
mand the servants who attend you to look
for someone who is skillful in playing the
lyre; and when the evil spirit from God is
upon you, he will play it, and you will feel
better." So Saul said to his servants, "Provide
for me someone who can play well, and bring
him to me." One of the young men answered,
"I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite
who is skillful in playing, a man of valor, a
warrior, prudent in speech, and a man of
good presence; and YHWH is with him." So
Saul sent messengers to Jesse, and said,
"Send me your son David who is with the
sheep." Jesse took a donkey loaded with
bread, a skin of wine, and a kid, and sent
them by his son David to Saul. And David
came to Saul, and entered his service. Saul
loved him greatly, and he became his armor-
bearer. Saul sent to Jesse, saying, "Let David
remain in my service, for he has found favor
in my sight." And whenever the evil spirit
from God came upon Saul, David took the
lyre and played it with his hand, and Saul
would be relieved and feel better, and the evil
spirit would depart from him.

1 SAMUEL 17.10-37: as a young warrior
And the Philistine said, "Today I defy the ranks of Israel! Give
me a man, that we may fight together." When Saul and all
Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dis-
mayed and greatly afraid. Now David was the son of an
Ephrathite of Bethlehem in Judah, named Jesse, who had
eight sons. In the days of Saul the man was already old and
advanced in years. The three eldest sons of Jesse had followed
Saul to the battle; the names of his three sons who went to the
battle were Eliab the firstborn, and next to him Abinadab, and
the third Shammah. David was the youngest; the three eldest
followed Saul, but David went back and forth from Saul to feed
his father's sheep at Bethlehem. For forty days the Philistine
came forward and took his stand, morning and evening. Jesse
said to his son David, "Take for your brothers an ephah of this
parched grain and these ten loaves, and carry them quickly to
the camp to your brothers; also take these ten cheeses to the
commander of their thousand. See how your brothers fare, and
bring some token from them." Now Saul, and they, and all the
men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, fighting with the Philis-
tines. David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a
keeper, took the provisions, and went as Jesse had commanded
him. He came to the encampment as the army was going forth
to the battle line, shouting the war cry. Israel and the Philistines
drew up for battle, army against army. David left the things in
charge of the keeper of the baggage, ran to the ranks, and went
and greeted his brothers. As he talked with them, the champion,
the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, came up out of the ranks
of the Philistines, and spoke the same words as before. And Da-
vid heard him. All the Israelites, when they saw the man, fled
from him and were very much afraid. The Israelites said, "Have
you seen this man who has come up? Surely he has come up to
defy Israel. The king will greatly enrich the man who kills him,
and will give him his daughter and make his family free in Israel."
David said to the men who stood by him, "What shall be done for
the man who kills this Philistine, and takes away the reproach
from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he
should defy the armies of the living God?" The people answered
him in the same way, "So shall it be done for the man who kills
him." His eldest brother Eliab heard him talking to the men; and
Eliab's anger was kindled against David. He said, "Why have you
come down? With whom have you left those few sheep in the
wilderness? I know your presumption and the evil of your heart;
for you have come down just to see the battle." David said, "What
have I done now? It was only a question." He turned away from
him toward another and spoke in the same way; and the people
answered him again as before. When the words that David
spoke were heard, they repeated them before Saul; and he sent
for him. David said to Saul, "Let no one's heart fail because of
him; your servant will go and fight with this Philistine." Saul said
to David, "You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight
with him; for you are just a boy, and he has been a warrior from
his youth." But David said to Saul, "Your servant used to keep
sheep for his father; and whenever a lion or a bear came, and
took a lamb from the flock, I went after it and struck it down,
rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and if it turned against me, I
would catch it by the jaw, strike it down, and kill it. Your servant
has killed both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised Philistine
shall be like one of them, since he has defied the armies of the
living God." David said, "YHWH, who saved me from the paw of
the lion and from the paw of the bear, will save me from the
hand of this Philistine." So Saul said to David, "Go, and may
YHWH be with you!"


