
Two narratives that conclude with a “law-like” execution of an agreement

17.23-27; covenant with God
Then Abraham took his son Ishmael
and all the slaves born in his house or
bought with his money, every male
among the men of Abraham's house,
and he circumcised the flesh of their
foreskins that very day, as God had said
to him. Abraham was ninety-nine years
old when he was circumcised in the flesh
of his foreskin. And his son Ishmael was
thirteen years old when he was circum-
cised in the flesh of his foreskin. That very
day Abraham and his son Ishmael were
circumcised; and all the men of his
house, slaves born in the house and
those bought with money from a for-
eigner, were circumcised with him.

23.16-20: purchase agreement with the
Hittites for a burial plot
Abraham agreed with Ephron; and Abra-
ham weighed out for Ephron the silver
that he had named in the hearing of the
Hittites, four hundred shekels of silver, ac-
cording to the weights current among
the merchants. So the field of Ephron in
Machpelah, which was to the east of
Mamre, the field with the cave that was
in it and all the trees that were in the
field, throughout its whole area, passed
to Abraham as a possession in the pres-
ence of the Hittites, in the presence of
all who went in at the gate of his city.
After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife
in the cave of the field of Machpelah fac-
ing Mamre (that is, Hebron) in the land of
Canaan. The field and the cave that is in
it passed from the Hittites into Abra-
ham's possession as a burying place.


