Saul’s evil spirit and spearing David
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Now the spirit of
YHWH departed
from Saul, and an evil
spirit from YHWH
tormented him. And
Saul's servants said
to him, "See now, an
evil spirit from God is
tormenting you. Let
our lord now com-
mand the servants
who attend you to
look for someone
who is skillful in play-
ing the lyre; and
when the evil spirit
from God is upon
you, he will play it,
and you will feel bet-
ter."

The next day an evil spirit from
God rushed upon Saul, and he
raved within his house, while
David was playing with his hand,
as he did day by day. Saul had
his spear in his hand; and Saul
threw the spear, for he thought,
"I will pin David to the wall." But
David eluded him twice.

Then an evil spirit from YHWH came
upon Saul, as he sat in his house with
his spear in his hand, while David was
playing his instrument with his hand.
Saul sought to pin David to the wall
with the spear; but he eluded Saul, so
that he struck the spear into the wall.
David fled and escaped that night.
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But Saul threw his
spear at him to strike
him; so Jonathan
knew that it was the
decision of his father
to put David to
death.

Saul heard that David and those
who were with him had been lo-
cated. Saul was sitting at Gibeah,
under the tamarisk tree on the
height, with his spear in his
hand, and all his servants were
standing around him. Saul said
to his servants who stood
around him, "Hear now, you Ben-
jaminites; will the son of Jesse
give every one of you fields and
vineyards, will he make you all
commanders of thousands and
commanders of hundreds? Is
that why all of you have con-
spired against me? No one dis-
closes to me when my son
makes a league with the son of
Jesse, none of you is sorry for me
or discloses to me that my son
has stirred up my servant
against me, to lie in wait, as he is
doing today."

So David and Abishai went to the ar-
my by night; there Saul lay sleeping
within the encampment, with his
spear stuck in the ground at his head;
and Abner and the army lay around
him. Abishai said to David, "God has
given your enemy into your hand to-
day; now therefore let me pin him to
the ground with one stroke of the
spear; | will not strike him twice." But
David said to Abishai, "Do not destroy
him; for who can raise his hand
against the Lord's anointed, and be
guiltless?" David said, "As the LORD
lives, the LORD wiill strike him down;
or his day will come to die; or he will
go down into battle and perish. The
LORD forbid that | should raise my
hand against the Lord's anointed; but
now take the spear that is at his
head, and the water jar, and let us
go." So David took the spear that was
at Saul's head and the water jar, and
they went away. No one saw it, or
knew it, nor did anyone awake; for
they were all asleep, because a deep
sleep from the LORD had fallen upon
them.




