
Genesis 19 and Judges 19

GENESIS 19 (EXCERPTS)

The two angels came to Sodom in the even-
ing, and Lot was sitting in the gateway of
Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to
meet them, and bowed down with his face
to the ground. He said, "Please, my lords,
please turn aside to your servant's house
and spend the night, and wash your feet;
then you can rise early and go on your
way." They said, "No; we will spend the
night in the square." But he urged them
strongly; so they turned aside to him and
entered his house; and he made them a
feast, and baked unleavened bread, and
they ate.

But before they lay down, the men of the
city, the men of Sodom, both young and
old, all the people to the last man, sur-
rounded the house; and they called to
Lot, "Where are the men who came to you
tonight? Bring them out to us, so that we
may know them." Lot went out of the
door to the men, shut the door after him,
and said, "I beg you, please, my brothers,
do not act so wickedly. Behold, please, I
have two daughters who have not known
a man; let me bring them out to you, and
do to them as you please; only do nothing
to these men, for they have come under
the shelter of my roof." But they replied,
"Stand back!" And they said, "This fellow
came here as an alien, and he would play
the judge! Now we will deal worse with you
than with them!”

JUDGES 19 (EXCERPTS)
So they passed on and went their way; and
the sun went down on them near Gibeah,
which belongs to Benjamin. They turned
aside there, to go in and spend the night at
Gibeah. He went in and sat down in the
open square of the city, but no one took
them in to spend the night. Then at evening
there was an old man coming from his work
in the field. The man was from the hill coun-
try of Ephraim, and he was residing in
Gibeah. (The people of the place were Ben-
jaminites.) When the old man looked up
and saw the wayfarer in the open square of
the city, he said, "Where are you going and
where do you come from?" He answered
him, "We are passing from Bethlehem in Ju-
dah to the remote parts of the hill country
of Ephraim, from which I come. I went to
Bethlehem in Judah; and I am going to my
home. Nobody has offered to take me in.
We your servants have straw and fodder for
our donkeys, with bread and wine for me
and the woman and the young man along
with us. We need nothing more." The old
man said, "Peace be to you. I will care for
all your wants; only do not spend the
night in the square." So he brought him
into his house, and fed the donkeys; they
washed their feet, and ate and drank.
While they were enjoying themselves, the
men of the city, a perverse lot, sur-
rounded the house, and started pounding
on the door. They said to the old man, the
master of the house, "Bring out the man
who came into your house, so that we
may know him." And the man, the master
of the house, went out to them and said
to them, "No, my brothers, do not act so
wickedly. Since this man is my guest, do
not do this vile thing. Here are my virgin
daughter and his concubine; let me bring
them out now. Ravish them and do what-
ever you want to them; but against this
man do not do such a vile thing." But the
men would not listen to him. "


