
LUKE 9.1-6
Then Jesus called the twelve together
and gave them power and authority
over all demons and to cure diseases,
and he sent them out to proclaim the
kingdom of God and to heal. He said to
them, "Take nothing for your journey,
no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor
money--not even an extra tunic. What-
ever house you enter, stay there, and
leave from there. Wherever they do
not welcome you, as you are leaving
that town shake the dust off your feet
as a testimony against them." They de-
parted and went through the villages,
bringing the good news and curing
diseases everywhere.

LUKE 10.1-21
After this the Lord appointed seventy others
and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every
town and place where he himself intended to
go. He said to them, "The harvest is plentiful,
but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord
of the harvest to send out laborers into his har-
vest. Go on your way. See, I am sending you out
like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no
purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on
the road. Whatever house you enter, first say,
'Peace to this house!' And if anyone is there
who shares in peace, your peace will rest on
that person; but if not, it will return to you. Re-
main in the same house, eating and drinking
whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves
to be paid. Do not move about from house to
house. Whenever you enter a town and its peo-
ple welcome you, eat what is set before you;
cure the sick who are there, and say to them,
'The kingdom of God has come near to you.' But
whenever you enter a town and they do not
welcome you, go out into its streets and say,
'Even the dust of your town that clings to our
feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet
know this: the kingdom of God has come near.' I
tell you, on that day it will be more tolerable for
Sodom than for that town. "Woe to you, Chora-
zin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of
power done in you had been done in Tyre and
Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sit-
ting in sackcloth and ashes. But at the judg-
ment it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Si-
don than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you
be exalted to heaven? No, you will be brought
down to Hades. "Whoever listens to you listens
to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and
whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent
me." The seventy returned with joy, saying,
"Lord, in your name even the demons submit to
us!" He said to them, "I watched Satan fall from
heaven like a flash of lightning. See, I have
given you authority to tread on snakes and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy;
and nothing will hurt you. Nevertheless, do not
rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but
rejoice that your names are written in heaven."

ACTS 6.1-6
Now during those days, when the disci-
ples were increasing in number, the Hel-
lenists complained against the Hebrews
because their widows were being ne-
glected in the daily distribution of food.
And the twelve called together the
whole community of the disciples and
said, "It is not right that we should ne-
glect the word of God in order to wait on
tables. Therefore, friends, select from
among yourselves seven men of good
standing, full of the Spirit and of wis-
dom, whom we may appoint to this task,
while we, for our part, will devote our-
selves to prayer and to serving the word."
What they said pleased the whole com-
munity, and they chose Stephen, a man
full of faith and the Holy Spirit, together
with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon,
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of
Antioch. They had these men stand be-
fore the apostles, who prayed and laid
their hands on them.


