
“Generation(s)” [genea] in Luke’s Gospel

1.48, 50 Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed… His mercy is for
those who fear him from generation to generation.

7.31-32 "To what then will I compare the people of this generation, and what are
they like? They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to
one another, 'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we
wailed, and you did not weep.'

11.29-32 When the crowds were increasing, he began to say, "This generation is an
evil generation; it asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the
sign of Jonah. For just as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh,
so the Human One will be to this generation. The queen of the South will
rise at the judgment with the people of this generation and condemn
them, because she came from the ends of the earth to listen to the wis-
dom of Solomon, and see, something greater than Solomon is here! The
people of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and
condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and see,
something greater than Jonah is here!

11.49-50 Therefore also the Wisdom of God said, 'I will send them prophets and
apostles, some of whom they will kill and persecute,' so that this genera-
tion may be charged with the blood of all the prophets shed since the
foundation of the world…

16.8 And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had
acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing
with their own generation than are the children of light.

17.25 But first [the Human One] must endure much suffering and be rejected
by this generation.

21.32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have
taken place.

Two uses of “this generation” in the Septuagint
Genesis 7.1 Then YHWH said to Noah, "Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I

have seen that you alone are righteous before me in this generation.

Psalm 11.8
(Eng, 12.7)

You, O YHWH, will protect us; you will guard [phulassō] us from this gen-
eration forever.


