1 Samuel 30.11-15

In the open country they found an Egyptian, and brought
him to David. They gave him bread and he ate, they gave him
water to drink; they also gave him a piece of fig cake and two
clusters of raisins. When he had eaten, his spirit revived; for he
had not eaten bread or drunk water for three days and
three nights. Then David said to him, "To whom do you be-
long? Where are you from?" He said, "l am a young man of
Egypt, servant to an Amalekite. My master left me behind
because | fell sick three days ago. We had made a raid on
the Negeb of the Cherethites and on that which belongs to
Judah and on the Negeb of Caleb; and we burned Ziklag
down." David said to him, "Will you take me down to this raid-
ing party?" He said, "Swear to me by God that you will not
kill me, or hand me over to my master, and | will take you
down to them."

1 Samuel 31.1-6

Now the Philistines fought against Israel; and the men of Is-
rael fled before the Philistines, and many fell on Mount Gilboa.
The Philistines overtook Saul and his sons; and the Philistines
killed Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchishua, the sons of
Saul. The battle pressed hard upon Saul; the archers found
him, and he was badly wounded by them. Then Saul said to
his armor-bearer, "Draw your sword and thrust me through
with it, so that these uncircumcised may not come and
thrust me through, and make sport of me." But his armor-
bearer was unwilling; for he was terrified. So Saul took his
own sword and fell upon it. When his armor-bearer saw
that Saul was dead, he also fell upon his sword and died
with him. So Saul and his three sons and his armor-bearer
and all his men died together on the same day.

2 Samuel 1.1-16

After the death of Saul, when David had returned from de-
feating the Amalekites, David remained two days in Ziklag.
On the third day, a man came from Saul's camp, with his
clothes torn and dirt on his head. When he came to David,
he fell to the ground and did obeisance. David said to him,
"Where have you come from?" He said to him, "l have es-
caped from the camp of Israel." David said to him, "How did
things go? Tell me!" He answered, "The army fled from the
battle, but also many of the army fell and died; and Saul and
his son Jonathan also died." Then David asked the young man
who was reporting to him, "How do you know that Saul and
his son Jonathan died?" The young man reporting to him
said, "l happened to be on Mount Gilboa; and there was Saul
leaning on his spear, while the chariots and the horsemen
drew close to him. When he looked behind him, he saw me,
and called to me. | answered, 'Here sir.! And he said to me,
'Who are you?' | answered him, 'l am an Amalekite.' He said
to me, 'Come, stand over me and kill me; for convulsions
have seized me, and yet my life still lingers.' So | stood over
him, and killed him, for | knew that he could not live after
he had fallen. | took the crown that was on his head and
the armlet that was on his arm, and | have brought them
here to my lord." Then David took hold of his clothes and tore
them; and all the men who were with him did the same. They
mourned and wept, and fasted until evening for Saul and for
his son Jonathan, and for the army of YHWH and for the
house of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword. David
said to the young man who had reported to him, "Where
do you come from?" He answered, "l am the son of a resi-
dent alien, an Amalekite." David said to him, "Were you not
afraid to lift your hand to destroy YHWH's anointed?" Then
David called one of the young men and said, "Come here
and strike him down." So he struck him down and he died.
David said to him, "Your blood be on your head; for your
own mouth has testified against you, saying, 'l have killed
YHWH's anointed.




