
1 KINGS 6.23-35: THE TEMPLE
In the inner sanctuary he made two
cherubim of olivewood, each ten cubits
high. Five cubits was the length of one
wing of the cherub, and five cubits the
length of the other wing of the cherub; it
was ten cubits from the tip of one wing to
the tip of the other. The other cherub also
measured ten cubits; both cherubim had
the same measure and the same form.
The height of one cherub was ten cubits,
and so was that of the other cherub. He
put the cherubim in the innermost part
of the house; the wings of the cheru-
bim were spread out so that a wing of
one was touching the one wall, and a
wing of the other cherub was touching
the other wall; their other wings toward
the center of the house were touching
wing to wing. He also overlaid the cheru-
bim with gold. He carved the walls of the
house all around about with carved en-
gravings of cherubim, palm trees, and
open flowers, in the inner and outer
rooms. The floor of the house he overlaid
with gold, in the inner and outer rooms.
For the entrance to the inner sanctuary
he made doors of olivewood; the lintel
and the doorposts were five-sided. He
covered the two doors of olivewood with
carvings of cherubim, palm trees, and
open flowers; he overlaid them with gold,
and spread gold on the cherubim and
on the palm trees. So also he made for
the entrance to the nave doorposts of
olivewood, four-sided each, and two
doors of cypress wood; the two leaves of
the one door were folding, and the two
leaves of the other door were folding. He
carved cherubim, palm trees, and open
flowers, overlaying them with gold evenly
applied upon the carved work.

EXODUS 25.18-22: THE MISHKAN
You shall make two cherubim of gold;
you shall make them of hammered work,
at the two ends of the mercy seat. Make
one cherub at the one end, and one
cherub at the other; of one piece with the
mercy seat you shall make the cherubim
at its two ends. The cherubim shall
spread out their wings above, over-
shadowing the mercy seat with their
wings. They shall face one to another;
the faces of the cherubim shall be
turned toward the mercy seat. You shall
put the mercy seat on the top of the ark;
and in the ark you shall put the cove-
nant that I shall give you. There I will
meet with you, and from above the
mercy seat, from between the two cheru-
bim that are on the ark of the covenant, I
will deliver to you all my commands for
the Israelites.


