
MARK 11.27-13.37
Q of Authority
Again they came to Jerusalem. As he was walking in
the temple, the chief priests, the scribes, and the el-
ders came to him and said, "By what authority are
you doing these things? Who gave you this authority
to do them?" Jesus said to them, "I will ask you one
question; answer me, and I will tell you by what au-
thority I do these things. Did the baptism of John
come from heaven, or was it of human origin? An-
swer me." They argued with one another, "If we say,
'From heaven,' he will say, 'Why then did you not be-
lieve him?' But shall we say, 'Of human origin'?"--
they were afraid of the crowd, for all regarded John
as truly a prophet. So they answered Jesus, "We do
not know." And Jesus said to them, "Neither will I tell
you by what authority I am doing these things."
Parable of the vineyard tenants
Then he began to speak to them in parables. "A man
planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a pit
for the wine press, and built a watchtower; then he
leased it to tenants and went to another country.
When the season came, he sent a slave to the ten-
ants to collect from them his share of the produce of
the vineyard. But they seized him, and beat him, and
sent him away empty-handed. And again he sent
another slave to them; this one they beat over the
head and insulted. Then he sent another, and that
one they killed. And so it was with many others;
some they beat, and others they killed. He had still
one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to
them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' But those
tenants said to one another, 'This is the heir; come,
let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.' So
they seized him, killed him, and threw him out of the
vineyard. What then will the owner of the vineyard
do? He will come and destroy the tenants and give
the vineyard to others. Have you not read this scrip-
ture: 'The stone that the builders rejected has be-
come the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and
it is amazing in our eyes'?" When they realized that
he had told this parable against them, they wanted
to arrest him, but they feared the crowd. So they left
him and went away.
Q of taxes to Caesar
Then they sent to him some Pharisees and some He-
rodians to trap him in what he said. And they came
and said to him, "Teacher, we know that you are sin-
cere, and show deference to no one; for you do not
regard people with partiality, but teach the way of
God in accordance with truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes

MATTHEW 21.23-22.46; CH. 24
Q of Authority
When he entered the temple, the chief priests and
the elders of the people came to him as he was
teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing
these things, and who gave you this authority?" Je-
sus said to them, "I will also ask you one question; if
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by
what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?"
And they argued with one another, "If we say, 'From
heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why then did you not be-
lieve him?' But if we say, 'Of human origin,' we are
afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet."
So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he
said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority
I am doing these things.
[Two sons]
"What do you think? A man had two sons; he went
to the first and said, 'Son, go and work in the vine-
yard today.' He answered, 'I will not'; but later he
changed his mind and went. The father went to the
second and said the same; and he answered, 'I go,
sir'; but he did not go. Which of the two did the will
of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to
them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the pros-
titutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of
you. For John came to you in the way of righteous-
ness and you did not believe him, but the tax collec-
tors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after
you saw it, you did not change your minds and be-
lieve him.
Parable of the vineyard tenants
"Listen to another parable. There was a landowner
who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a
wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he
leased it to tenants and went to another country.
When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves
to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants
seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and
stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more
than the first; and they treated them in the same
way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will
respect my son.' But when the tenants saw the son,
they said to themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us
kill him and get his inheritance." So they seized him,
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he
do to those tenants?" They said to him, "He will put
those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the

LK 20-21
Q of Authority
One day, as he was teaching the people in the tem-
ple and telling the good news, the chief priests and
the scribes came with the elders and said to him,
"Tell us, by what authority are you doing these
things? Who is it who gave you this authority?" He
answered them, "I will also ask you a question, and
you tell me: Did the baptism of John come from
heaven, or was it of human origin?" They discussed it
with one another, saying, "If we say, 'From heaven,'
he will say, 'Why did you not believe him?' But if we
say, 'Of human origin,' all the people will stone us; for
they are convinced that John was a prophet." So they
answered that they did not know where it came
from. Then Jesus said to them, "Neither will I tell you
by what authority I am doing these things."
Parable of the vineyard tenants
He began to tell the people this parable: "A man
planted a vineyard, and leased it to tenants, and
went to another country for a long time. When the
season came, he sent a slave to the tenants in order
that they might give him his share of the produce of
the vineyard; but the tenants beat him and sent him
away empty-handed. Next he sent another slave;
that one also they beat and insulted and sent away
empty-handed. And he sent still a third; this one also
they wounded and threw out. Then the owner of the
vineyard said, 'What shall I do? I will send my be-
loved son; perhaps they will respect him.' But when
the tenants saw him, they discussed it among them-
selves and said, 'This is the heir; let us kill him so that
the inheritance may be ours.' So they threw him out
of the vineyard and killed him. What then will the
owner of the vineyard do to them? He will come and
destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to oth-
ers." When they heard this, they said, "Heaven for-
bid!" But he looked at them and said, "What then
does this text mean: 'The stone that the builders re-
jected has become the cornerstone'? Everyone who
falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; and it will
crush anyone on whom it falls." When the scribes
and chief priests realized that he had told this para-
ble against them, they wanted to lay hands on him
at that very hour, but they feared the people.
Q of taxes to Caesar
So they watched him and sent spies who pretended
to be honest, in order to trap him by what he said, so
as to hand him over to the jurisdiction and authority
of the governor. So they asked him, "Teacher, we
know that you are right in what you say and teach,



to the emperor, or not? Should we pay them, or
should we not?" But knowing their hypocrisy, he said
to them, "Why are you putting me to the test? Bring
me a denarius and let me see it." And they brought
one. Then he said to them, "Whose head is this, and
whose title?" They answered, "The emperor's." Jesus
said to them, "Give to the emperor the things that
are the emperor's, and to God the things that are
God's." And they were utterly amazed at him.
Q of marriage in the resurrection
Some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection,
came to him and asked him a question, saying,
"Teacher, Moses wrote for us that 'if a man's brother
dies, leaving a wife but no child, the man shall marry
the widow and raise up children for his brother.'
There were seven brothers; the first married and,
when he died, left no children; and the second mar-
ried her and died, leaving no children; and the third
likewise; none of the seven left children. Last of all
the woman herself died. In the resurrection whose
wife will she be? For the seven had married her." Je-
sus said to them, "Is not this the reason you are
wrong, that you know neither the scriptures nor the
power of God? For when they rise from the dead,
they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are
like angels in heaven. And as for the dead being
raised, have you not read in the book of Moses, in the
story about the bush, how God said to him, 'I am the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob'? He is God not of the dead, but of the living;
you are quite wrong."
The greatest commandment
One of the scribes came near and heard them dis-
puting with one another, and seeing that he an-
swered them well, he asked him, "Which command-
ment is the first of all?" Jesus answered, "The first is,
'Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all
your strength.' The second is this, 'You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.' There is no other command-
ment greater than these." Then the scribe said to
him, "You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that
'he is one, and besides him there is no other'; and 'to
love him with all the heart, and with all the under-
standing, and with all the strength,' and 'to love one's
neighbor as oneself,'--this is much more important
than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices." When
Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him,
"You are not far from the kingdom of God." After that
no one dared to ask him any question.

produce at the harvest time." Jesus said to them,
"Have you never read in the scriptures: 'The stone
that the builders rejected has become the corner-
stone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is amazing in
our eyes'? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God
will be taken away from you and given to a people
that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one
who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it
will crush anyone on whom it falls." When the chief
priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they re-
alized that he was speaking about them. They
wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds,
because they regarded him as a prophet.
Parable of the wedding banquet
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying:
"The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king
who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wed-
ding banquet, but they would not come. Again he
sent other slaves, saying, 'Tell those who have been
invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen
and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and every-
thing is ready; come to the wedding banquet.' But
they made light of it and went away, one to his farm,
another to his business, while the rest seized his
slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king
was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those
murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his
slaves, 'The wedding is ready, but those invited were
not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, and
invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.'
Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered
all whom they found, both good and bad; so the
wedding hall was filled with guests. "But when the
king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man
there who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he
said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here without
a wedding robe?' And he was speechless. Then the
king said to the attendants, 'Bind him hand and foot,
and throw him into the outer darkness, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' For many are
called, but few are chosen."

Q of taxes to Caesar
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him
in what he said. So they sent their disciples to him,
along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know
that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in ac-
cordance with truth, and show deference to no one;
for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us,
then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the
emperor, or not?" But Jesus, aware of their malice,

and you show deference to no one, but teach the
way of God in accordance with truth. Is it lawful for
us to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?" But he per-
ceived their craftiness and said to them, "Show me a
denarius. Whose head and whose title does it bear?"
They said, "The emperor's." He said to them, "Then
give to the emperor the things that are the emper-
or's, and to God the things that are God's." And they
were not able in the presence of the people to trap
him by what he said; and being amazed by his an-
swer, they became silent.
Q of marriage in the resurrection
Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resur-
rection, came to him and asked him a question,
"Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother
dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall
marry the widow and raise up children for his
brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first
married, and died childless; then the second and the
third married her, and so in the same way all seven
died childless. Finally the woman also died. In the
resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman
be? For the seven had married her." Jesus said to
them, "Those who belong to this age marry and are
given in marriage; but those who are considered
worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection
from the dead neither marry nor are given in mar-
riage. Indeed they cannot die anymore, because
they are like angels and are children of God, being
children of the resurrection. And the fact that the
dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story
about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Ja-
cob. Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living;
for to him all of them are alive." Then some of the
scribes answered, "Teacher, you have spoken well."
For they no longer dared to ask him another ques-
tion.
David and “the son” as Messiah
Then he said to them, "How can they say that the
Messiah is David's son? For David himself says in the
book of Psalms, 'The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at my
right hand, until I make your enemies your foot-
stool."' David thus calls him Lord; so how can he be
his son?"
Scribes and widows’ houses
In the hearing of all the people he said to the disci-
ples, "Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around
in long robes, and love to be greeted with respect in
the marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the
synagogues and places of honor at banquets. They



David and “the son” as Messiah
While Jesus was teaching in the temple, he said,
"How can the scribes say that the Messiah is the son
of David? David himself, by the Holy Spirit, declared,
'The Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand, until
I put your enemies under your feet."' David himself
calls him Lord; so how can he be his son?"
Scribes and widows’ houses
And the large crowd was listening to him with de-
light. As he taught, he said, "Beware of the scribes,
who like to walk around in long robes, and to be
greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to
have the best seats in the synagogues and places of
honor at banquets! They devour widows' houses and
for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will
receive the greater condemnation." He sat down op-
posite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting
money into the treasury. Many rich people put in
large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small
copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he
called his disciples and said to them, "Truly I tell you,
this poor widow has put in more than all those who
are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have
contributed out of their abundance; but she out of
her poverty has put in everything she had, all she
had to live on."
Apocalyptic warnings
As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples

said to him, "Look, Teacher, what large stones and
what large buildings!" Then Jesus asked him, "Do
you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be
left here upon another; all will be thrown down."
When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite
the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked
him privately, "Tell us, when will this be, and what
will be the sign that all these things are about to be
accomplished?" Then Jesus began to say to them,
"Beware that no one leads you astray. Many will
come in my name and say, 'I am he!' and they will
lead many astray. When you hear of wars and ru-
mors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take
place, but the end is still to come. For nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there
will be earthquakes in various places; there will be
famines. This is but the beginning of the birthpangs.
"As for yourselves, beware; for they will hand you over
to councils; and you will be beaten in synagogues;
and you will stand before governors and kings be-
cause of me, as a testimony to them. And the good
news must first be proclaimed to all nations. When
they bring you to trial and hand you over, do not

said, "Why are you putting me to the test, you hypo-
crites? Show me the coin used for the tax." And they
brought him a denarius. Then he said to them,
"Whose head is this, and whose title?" They an-
swered, "The emperor's." Then he said to them, "Give
therefore to the emperor the things that are the em-
peror's, and to God the things that are God's." When
they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him
and went away.

Q of marriage in the resurrection
The same day some Sadducees came to him, saying
there is no resurrection; and they asked him a ques-
tion, saying, "Teacher, Moses said, 'If a man dies
childless, his brother shall marry the widow, and
raise up children for his brother.' Now there were
seven brothers among us; the first married, and died
childless, leaving the widow to his brother. The sec-
ond did the same, so also the third, down to the sev-
enth. Last of all, the woman herself died. In the resur-
rection, then, whose wife of the seven will she be?
For all of them had married her." Jesus answered
them, "You are wrong, because you know neither the
scriptures nor the power of God. For in the resurrec-
tion they neither marry nor are given in marriage,
but are like angels in heaven. And as for the resurrec-
tion of the dead, have you not read what was said to
you by God, 'I am the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? He is God not of the
dead, but of the living." And when the crowd heard
it, they were astounded at his teaching.

The greatest commandment
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the
Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.
"Teacher, which commandment in the law is the
greatest?" He said to him, "'You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul,
and with all your mind.' This is the greatest and first
commandment. And a second is like it: 'You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.' On these two com-
mandments hang all the law and the prophets."

David and “the son” as Messiah
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together,
Jesus asked them this question: "What do you think
of the Messiah? Whose son is he?" They said to him,
"The son of David." He said to them, "How is it then
that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 'The
Lord said to my Lord, "Sit at my right hand, until I put
your enemies under your feet"'? If David thus calls
him Lord, how can he be his son?" No one was able

devour widows' houses and for the sake of appear-
ance say long prayers. They will receive the greater
condemnation." He looked up and saw rich people
putting their gifts into the treasury; he also saw a
poor widow put in two small copper coins. He said,
"Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more
than all of them; for all of them have contributed out
of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has
put in all she had to live on."
Apocalyptic warnings
When some were speaking about the temple, how it
was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedi-
cated to God, he said, "As for these things that you
see, the days will come when not one stone will be
left upon another; all will be thrown down." They
asked him, "Teacher, when will this be, and what will
be the sign that this is about to take place?" And he
said, "Beware that you are not led astray; for many
will come in my name and say, 'I am he!' and, 'The
time is near!' Do not go after them. "When you hear
of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for
these things must take place first, but the end will
not follow immediately." Then he said to them, "Na-
tion will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom; there will be great earthquakes, and in var-
ious places famines and plagues; and there will be
dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. "But
before all this occurs, they will arrest you and perse-
cute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and
prisons, and you will be brought before kings and
governors because of my name. This will give you an
opportunity to testify. So make up your minds not to
prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you
words and a wisdom that none of your opponents
will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be
betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives
and friends; and they will put some of you to death.
You will be hated by all because of my name. But not
a hair of your head will perish. By your endurance
you will gain your souls. "When you see Jerusalem
surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation
has come near. Then those in Judea must flee to the
mountains, and those inside the city must leave it,
and those out in the country must not enter it; for
these are days of vengeance, as a fulfillment of all
that is written. Woe to those who are pregnant and
to those who are nursing infants in those days! For
there will be great distress on the earth and wrath
against this people; they will fall by the edge of the
sword and be taken away as captives among all na-
tions; and Jerusalem will be trampled on by the



worry beforehand about what you are to say; but say
whatever is given you at that time, for it is not you
who speak, but the Holy Spirit. Brother will betray
brother to death, and a father his child, and children
will rise against parents and have them put to death;
and you will be hated by all because of my name.
But the one who endures to the end will be saved.
"But when you see the desolating sacrilege set up
where it ought not to be (let the reader understand),
then those in Judea must flee to the mountains; the
one on the housetop must not go down or enter the
house to take anything away; the one in the field
must not turn back to get a coat. Woe to those who
are pregnant and to those who are nursing infants in
those days! Pray that it may not be in winter. For in
those days there will be suffering, such as has not
been from the beginning of the creation that God
created until now, no, and never will be. And if the
Lord had not cut short those days, no one would be
saved; but for the sake of the elect, whom he chose,
he has cut short those days. And if anyone says to
you at that time, 'Look! Here is the Messiah!' or 'Look!
There he is!'--do not believe it. False messiahs and
false prophets will appear and produce signs and
omens, to lead astray, if possible, the elect. But be
alert; I have already told you everything. "But in
those days, after that suffering, the sun will be dark-
ened, and the moon will not give its light, and the
stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in
the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the
Human One coming in clouds' with great power and
glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather
his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the
earth to the ends of heaven. "From the fig tree learn
its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near.
So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell
you, this generation will not pass away until all these
things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will not pass away. "But about
that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware,
keep alert; for you do not know when the time will
come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he
leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with
his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on
the watch. Therefore, keep awake--for you do not
know when the master of the house will come, in
the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he

to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone
dare to ask him any more questions.
[Matt 23 = woes to the scribes and Pharisees]

Apocalyptic warnings
As Jesus came out of the temple and was going
away, his disciples came to point out to him the
buildings of the temple. Then he asked them, "You
see all these, do you not? Truly I tell you, not one
stone will be left here upon another; all will be
thrown down." When he was sitting on the Mount of
Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying,
"Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign
of your coming and of the end of the age?" Jesus an-
swered them, "Beware that no one leads you astray.
For many will come in my name, saying, 'I am the
Messiah!' and they will lead many astray. And you will
hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not
alarmed; for this must take place, but the end is not
yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom, and there will be famines and
earthquakes in various places: all this is but the be-
ginning of the birthpangs. "Then they will hand you
over to be tortured and will put you to death, and
you will be hated by all nations because of my name.
Then many will fall away, and they will betray one an-
other and hate one another. And many false proph-
ets will arise and lead many astray. And because of
the increase of lawlessness, the love of many will
grow cold. But the one who endures to the end will
be saved. And this good news of the kingdom will be
proclaimed throughout the world, as a testimony to
all the nations; and then the end will come. "So
when you see the desolating sacrilege standing in
the holy place, as was spoken of by the prophet Dan-
iel (let the reader understand), then those in Judea
must flee to the mountains; the one on the house-
top must not go down to take what is in the house;
the one in the field must not turn back to get a coat.
Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who
are nursing infants in those days! Pray that your
flight may not be in winter or on a sabbath. For at
that time there will be great suffering, such as has
not been from the beginning of the world until now,
no, and never will be. And if those days had not been
cut short, no one would be saved; but for the sake of
the elect those days will be cut short. Then if anyone
says to you, 'Look! Here is the Messiah!' or 'There he
is!'--do not believe it. For false messiahs and false
prophets will appear and produce great signs and
omens, to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. Take
note, I have told you beforehand. So, if they say to

Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.
"There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the
stars, and on the earth distress among nations con-
fused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. Peo-
ple will faint from fear and foreboding of what is
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heav-
ens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Human
One coming in a cloud' with power and great glory.
Now when these things begin to take place, stand
up and raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near." Then he told them a parable: "Look at
the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that
summer is already near. So also, when you see these
things taking place, you know that the kingdom of
God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not
pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away. "Be on guard so that your hearts are not
weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness
and the worries of this life, and that day catch you
unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all
who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all
times, praying that you may have the strength to es-
cape all these things that will take place, and to
stand before the Human One." Every day he was
teaching in the temple, and at night he would go
out and spend the night on the Mount of Olives, as it
was called. And all the people would get up early in
the morning to listen to him in the temple.



comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all:
Keep awake."

you, 'Look! He is in the wilderness,' do not go out. If
they say, 'Look! He is in the inner rooms,' do not be-
lieve it. For as the lightning comes from the east and
flashes as far as the west, so will be the coming of
the Human One. Wherever the corpse is, there the
vultures will gather. "Immediately after the suffering
of those days the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from
heaven, and the powers of heaven will be shaken.
Then the sign of the Human One will appear in
heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will
mourn, and they will see 'the Human One coming
on the clouds of heaven' with power and great glory.
And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet
call, and they will gather his elect from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the other. "From
the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch be-
comes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know
that summer is near. So also, when you see all these
things, you know that he is near, at the very gates.
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away un-
til all these things have taken place. Heaven and
earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away. "But about that day and hour no one knows,
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be
the coming of the Human One. For as in those days
before the flood they were eating and drinking, mar-
rying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah en-
tered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood
came and swept them all away, so too will be the
coming of the Human One. Then two will be in the
field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two
women will be grinding meal together; one will be
taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
But understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was com-
ing, he would have stayed awake and would not
have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also
must be ready, for the Human One is coming at an
unexpected hour. "Who then is the faithful and wise
slave, whom his master has put in charge of his
household, to give the other slaves their allowance of
food at the proper time? Blessed is that slave whom
his master will find at work when he arrives. Truly I
tell you, he will put that one in charge of all his pos-
sessions. But if that wicked slave says to himself, 'My
master is delayed,' and he begins to beat his fellow
slaves, and eats and drinks with drunkards, the mas-
ter of that slave will come on a day when he does not



expect him and at an hour that he does not know.
He will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypo-
crites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.


