
Jesus’ burial in all four Gospels
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When evening had come,
and since it was the day of
Preparation, that is, the day
before the sabbath, Joseph
of Arimathea, a respected
member of the council,
who was also himself wait-
ing expectantly for the
kingdom of God, went
boldly to Pilate and asked for
the body of Jesus. Then Pi-
late wondered if he were al-
ready dead; and summon-
ing the centurion, he asked
him whether he had been
dead for some time. When
he learned from the centu-
rion that he was dead, he
granted the body to Jo-
seph. Then Joseph bought a
linen cloth, and taking down
the body, wrapped it in the
linen cloth, and laid it in a
tomb that had been hewn
out of the rock. He then
rolled a stone against the
door of the tomb. Mary Mag-
dalene and Mary the mother
of Joses saw where the body
was laid.

When it was evening, there
came a rich man from Arima-
thea, named Joseph, who was
also a disciple of Jesus. He
went to Pilate and asked for the
body of Jesus; then Pilate or-
dered it to be given to him. So
Joseph took the body and
wrapped it in a clean linen
cloth and laid it in his own new
tomb, which he had hewn in
the rock. He then rolled a great
stone to the door of the tomb
and went away. Mary Magda-
lene and the other Mary were
there, sitting opposite the
tomb. The next day, that is, af-
ter the day of Preparation, the
chief priests and the Phari-
sees gathered before Pilate
and said, "Sir, we remember
what that impostor said while
he was still alive, 'After three
days I will rise again.' There-
fore command the tomb to be
made secure until the third
day; otherwise his disciples
may go and steal him away,
and tell the people, 'He has
been raised from the dead,'
and the last deception would
be worse than the first." Pilate
said to them, "You have a
guard of soldiers; go, make it
as secure as you can." So they
went with the guard and
made the tomb secure by
sealing the stone.

Now there was a good and
righteous man named Jo-
seph, who, though a mem-
ber of the council, had not
agreed to their plan and ac-
tion. He came from the Ju-
dean town of Arimathea,
and he was waiting expect-
antly for the kingdom of
God. This man went to Pilate
and asked for the body of Je-
sus. Then he took it down,
wrapped it in a linen cloth,
and laid it in a rock-hewn
tomb where no one had
ever been laid. It was the
day of Preparation, and the
sabbath was beginning.
The women who had come
with him from Galilee fol-
lowed, and they saw the
tomb and how his body was
laid. Then they returned,
and prepared spices and
ointments. On the sabbath
they rested according to
the commandment.

After these things, Joseph
of Arimathea, who was a
disciple of Jesus, though a
secret one because of his
fear of the Judeans, asked
Pilate to let him take away
the body of Jesus. Pilate
gave him permission; so he
came and removed his
body. Nicodemus, who had
at first come to Jesus by
night, also came, bringing a
mixture of myrrh and aloes,
weighing about a hundred
pounds. They took the body
of Jesus and wrapped it with
the spices in linen cloths, ac-
cording to the burial cus-
tom of the Judeans. Now
there was a garden in the
place where he was cruci-
fied, and in the garden
there was a new tomb in
which no one had ever
been laid. And so, because
it was the Jewish day of
Preparation, and the tomb
was nearby, they laid Jesus
there.




