
Way of the cross in synoptic comparison

MARK 15.16-22 MATTHEW 27.27-34 LUKE 23.26-32
Then the soldiers led him into the
courtyard of the palace (that is, the
governor's headquarters); and they
called together the whole cohort. And
they clothed him in a purple cloak;
and after twisting some thorns into a
crown, they put it on him. And they
began saluting him, "Hail, King of the
Judeans!" They struck his head with a
reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in
homage to him. After mocking him,
they stripped him of the purple cloak
and put his own clothes on him. Then
they led him out to crucify him. They
compelled a passer-by, who was com-
ing in from the country, to carry his
cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the fa-
ther of Alexander and Rufus. Then
they brought Jesus to the place called
Golgotha (which means the place of a
skull).

Then the soldiers of the governor took
Jesus into the governor's headquar-
ters, and they gathered the whole co-
hort around him. They stripped him
and put a scarlet robe on him, and af-
ter twisting some thorns into a crown,
they put it on his head. They put a
reed in his right hand and knelt be-
fore him and mocked him, saying,
"Hail, King of the Judeans!" They spat
on him, and took the reed and struck
him on the head. After mocking him,
they stripped him of the robe and put
his own clothes on him. Then they led
him away to crucify him. As they went
out, they came upon a man from Cy-
rene named Simon; they compelled
this man to carry his cross. And when
they came to a place called Golgotha
(which means Place of a Skull), they of-
fered him wine to drink, mixed with
gall; but when he tasted it, he would
not drink it.

As they led him away, they seized a
man, Simon of Cyrene, who was com-
ing from the country, and they laid
the cross on him, and made him
carry it behind Jesus. A great num-
ber of the people followed him, and
among them were women who were
beating their breasts and wailing for
him. But Jesus turned to them and
said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not
weep for me, but weep for yourselves
and for your children. For the days
are surely coming when they will say,
'Blessed are the barren, and the
wombs that never bore, and the
breasts that never nursed.' Then they
will begin to say to the mountains,
'Fall on us'; and to the hills, 'Cover us.'
For if they do this when the wood is
green, what will happen when it is
dry?" Two others also, who were
criminals, were led away to be put to
death with him.


