
Major situations involving “Edom” in the Hebrew Bible outside Genesis
Numbers
20.14-21
(recalled at
Judges 11.17-18)

Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom, "Thus says your brother Is-
rael: You know all the adversity that has befallen us: how our ancestors went down to
Egypt, and we lived in Egypt a long time; and the Egyptians oppressed us and our ances-
tors; and when we cried to YHWH, he heard our voice, and sent an angel and brought us
out of Egypt; and here we are in Kadesh, a town on the edge of your territory. Now let us
pass through your land. We will not pass through field or vineyard, or drink water from
any well; we will go along the King's Highway, not turning aside to the right hand or to the
left until we have passed through your territory." But Edom said to him, "You shall not
pass through, or we will come out with the sword against you." The Israelites said to
him, "We will stay on the highway; and if we drink of your water, we and our livestock, then
we will pay for it. It is only a small matter; just let us pass through on foot." But he said, "You
shall not pass through." And Edom came out against them with a large force, heavily
armed. Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through their territory; so Israel turned
away from them.

Deuteronomy
23.7-8

You shall not abhor any of the Edomites, for they are your kin. You shall not abhor any of
the Egyptians, because you were an alien residing in their land. The children of the third
generation that are born to them may be admitted to the assembly of YHWH.

Joshua 15.1 The lot for the tribe of the people of Judah according to their families reached south-
ward to the boundary of Edom, to the wilderness of Zin at the farthest south.

1 Samuel 21.7;
22.18

Now a certain man of the servants of Saul was there that day, detained before YHWH; his
name was Doeg the Edomite, the chief of Saul's shepherds…. Then the king said to Doeg,
"You, Doeg, turn and attack the priests." Doeg the Edomite turned and attacked the priests;
on that day he killed eighty-five who wore the linen ephod.

2 Samuel 8.13-
14

David won a name for himself. When he returned, he killed eighteen thousand Edomites
in the Valley of Salt. He put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons,
and all the Edomites became David's servants.

1 Kings 9.26 King Solomon built a fleet of ships at Ezion-geber, which is near Eloth on the shore of the
Red Sea, in the land of Edom.

1 Kings 11.14-17 Then YHWH raised up an adversary against Solomon, Hadad the Edomite; he was of
the royal house in Edom. For when David was in Edom, and Joab the commander of the
army went up to bury the dead, he killed every male in Edom (for Joab and all Israel re-
mained there six months, until he had eliminated every male in Edom); but Hadad fled to
Egypt with some Edomites who were servants of his father.

2 Kings 3.6-9a So King Jehoram marched out of Samaria at that time and mustered all Israel. As he went
he sent word to King Jehoshaphat of Judah, "The king of Moab has rebelled against me;
will you go with me to battle against Moab?" He answered, "I will; I am with you, my people
are your people, my horses are your horses." Then he asked, "By which way shall we
march?" Jehoram answered, "By the way of the wilderness of Edom." So the king of Israel,
the king of Judah, and the king of Edom set out…

2 Kings 8.20-
22

In his days Edom revolted against the rule of Judah [Jehoshaphat], and set up a king
of their own. Then Joram crossed over to Zair with all his chariots. He set out by night and
attacked the Edomites and their chariot commanders who had surrounded him; but his
army fled home. So Edom has been in revolt against the rule of Judah to this day.

2 Kings 14.7 [King Amaziah] killed ten thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt and took Sela by
storm

Isaiah 34.5-6 When my sword has drunk its fill in the heavens, lo, it will descend upon Edom, upon
the people I have doomed to judgment. YHWH has a sword; it is sated with blood, it is
gorged with fat, with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of rams. For
YHWH has a sacrifice in Bozrah, a great slaughter in the land of Edom.

Isaiah 63.1 "Who is this that comes from Edom, from Bozrah in garments stained crimson? Who is
this so splendidly robed, marching in his great might?" "It is I, announcing vindication,
mighty to save."

Jeremiah 49.7-
8, 13

Concerning Edom. Thus says YHWH of hosts: Is there no longer wisdom in Teman? Has
counsel perished from the prudent? Has their wisdom vanished? Flee, turn back, get down
low, inhabitants of Dedan! For I will bring the calamity of Esau upon him, the time when I



punish him…. For by myself I have sworn, says YHWH, that Bozrah shall become an object
of horror and ridicule, a waste, and an object of cursing; and all her towns shall be perpet-
ual wastes.

Ezekiel 25.12-14 Thus says Lord GOD: Because Edom acted revengefully against the house of Judah
and has grievously offended in taking vengeance upon them, therefore thus says Lord
GOD, I will stretch out my hand against Edom, and cut off from it humans and animals,
and I will make it desolate; from Teman even to Dedan they shall fall by the sword. I
will lay my vengeance upon Edom by the hand of my people Israel; and they shall act in
Edom according to my anger and according to my wrath; and they shall know my venge-
ance, says Lord YHWH.

Amos 1.11-12 Thus says YHWH: For three transgressions of Edom, and for four, I will not revoke the
punishment; because he pursued his brother with the sword and cast off all pity; he
maintained his anger perpetually, and kept his wrath forever. So I will send a fire on Teman,
and it shall devour the strongholds of Bozrah.

Malachi 1.2-4 I have loved you, says YHWH. But you say, "How have you loved us?" Is not Esau Jacob's
brother? says YHWH. Yet I have loved Jacob but I have hated Esau; I have made his hill
country a desolation and his heritage a desert for jackals. If Edom says, "We are shattered
but we will rebuild the ruins," YHWH of hosts says: They may build, but I will tear down, un-
til they are called the wicked country, the people with whom YHWH is angry forever.


