
Canaanites in Genesis and beyond 

Genesis 

9.24-27 When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what his youngest son had done to him, he 
said, "Cursed be Canaan; lowest of slaves shall he be to his brothers." He also said, 
"Blessed by YHWH my God be Shem; and let Canaan be his slave. May God make space for 
Japheth, and let him live in the tents of Shem; and let Canaan be his slave." 

10.19 And the territory of the Canaanites extended from Sidon, in the direction of Gerar, as far 
as Gaza, and in the direction of Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 

12.6 Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time 
the Canaanites were in the land. 

13.7 there was strife between the herders of Abram's livestock and the herders of Lot's livestock. 
At that time the Canaanites and the Perizzites lived in the land 

15.18-21 On that day YHWH made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To your descendants I give 
this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, the land of the 
Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amo-
rites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites." 

24.3, 37 [Abraham to his servant] “I will make you swear by YHWH, the God of heaven and earth, 
that you will not get a woman for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among 
whom I live”…”My master made me swear, saying, 'You shall not take a wife for my son 
from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live” 

28.1 Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him, and charged him, "You shall not marry one of 
the Canaanite women.” 

34.30 Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, "You have brought trouble on me by making my 
name stink to the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites and the Perizzites 

38.2 There Judah saw the daughter of a certain Canaanite whose name was Shua; he took 
her and went in to her. 

46.10 The children of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, the son of a Ca-
naanite woman. [also, Exodus 6.15] 

50.11 When the Canaanite inhabitants of the land saw the mourning on the threshing floor of 
Atad, they said, "This is a grievous mourning on the part of the Egyptians." Therefore the 
place was named Abel-mizraim; it is beyond the Jordan. 

  



Examples from beyond Genesis 

Ex 3.8 I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that 
land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. [as 13.5, 
11, etc.] 

Ex 
23.23-24 

When my angel goes in front of you, and brings you to the Amorites, the Hittites, the Per-
izzites, the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, and I blot them out, you shall not 
bow down to their gods, or worship them, or follow their practices, but you shall ut-
terly demolish them and break their pillars in pieces. 

Deut 7.1-
3 

When YHWH your God brings you into the land that you are about to enter and occupy, 
and he clears away many nations before you--the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, 
the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations mightier and 
more numerous than you--and when YHWH your God gives them over to you and you de-
feat them, then you must utterly destroy them. Make no covenant with them and show 
them no mercy. Do not intermarry with them, giving your daughters to their sons or taking 
their daughters for your sons 

Deut 
20.17-18 

“You shall annihilate them--the Hittites and the Amorites, the Canaanites and the Per-
izzites, the Hivites and the Jebusites--just as YHWH your God has commanded, so that 
they may not teach you to do all the abhorrent things that they do for their gods, and you 
thus sin against YHWH your God.” 

Josh 
16.10 

They did not, however, drive out the Canaanites who lived in Gezer: so the Canaanites 
have lived within Ephraim to this day but have been made to do forced labor. 

Josh 
17.12-13 

Yet the Manassites could not take possession of those towns; but the Canaanites con-
tinued to live in that land. But when the Israelites grew strong, they put the Canaanites to 
forced labor, but did not utterly drive them out. 

Judg 1.4 After the death of Joshua, the Israelites inquired of YHWH, "Who shall go up first for us 
against the Canaanites, to fight against them?" YHWH said, "Judah shall go up. I 
hereby give the land into his hand." Judah said to his brother Simeon, "Come up with me 
into the territory allotted to me, that we may fight against the Canaanites; then I too will go 
with you into the territory allotted to you." So Simeon went with him.  Then Judah went up 
and YHWH gave the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand… 

2 Sam 
24.7 

[mentioned amid the census; only time in 1-2 Samuel] 

1 Kings 
9.16 

Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up and captured Gezer and burned it down, had 
killed the Canaanites who lived in the city, and had given it as dowry to his daughter, 
Solomon's woman [only time in 1-2 Kings] 

Ezek 
16.3 

Thus says Lord YHWH to Jerusalem: Your origin and your birth were in the land of the 
Canaanites; your father was an Amorite, and your mother a Hittite.  
[only time in prophets] 

Ezra 9.1-
3 

After these things had been done, the officials approached me and said, "The people of Is-
rael, the priests, and the Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples of 
the lands with their abominations, from the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. For they have 
taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and for their sons. Thus the holy 
seed has mixed itself with the peoples of the lands, and in this faithlessness the offi-
cials and leaders have led the way." When I heard this, I tore my garment and my man-
tle, and pulled hair from my head and beard, and sat appalled. 

 


