
“to lie with” (Hebrew, shkhv) in the Bible  
with sexual connotations (selected examples) 

GENESIS 

19.32-35 Come, let us make our father [Lot] drink wine, and we will lie with him, so that 
we may preserve offspring through our father." So they made their father drink 
wine that night; and the firstborn went in and lay with her father; he did not 
know when she lay down or when she rose. On the next day, the firstborn said 
to the younger, "Look, I lay last night with my father; let us make him drink 
wine tonight also; then you go in and lie with him, so that we may preserve 
offspring through our father." So they made their father drink wine that night 
also; and the younger rose, and lay with him; and he did not know when she 
lay down or when she rose. 

26.10 Abimelech said, "What is this you have done to us? One of the people might 
easily have lain with your woman, and you would have brought guilt upon us." 

30.15 But [Rachel] said to [Leah], "Is it a small matter that you have taken away my 
man? Would you take away my son's mandrakes also?" Rachel said, "Then he 
may lie with you tonight for your son's mandrakes." 

34.2, 7 When Shechem son of Hamor the Hivite, prince of the region, saw [Dinah], he 
seized her and lay with her by force….he had committed an outrage in Israel by 
lying with Jacob's daughter, for such a thing ought not to be done. 

35.22 While Israel lived in that land, Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father's 
concubine; and Israel heard of it. 

39.7, 10, 
12, 14 

[Joseph and Mrs. Potiphar] 

Deuter-
onomy 
22.22 

If a man is caught lying with the woman of another man, both of them shall 
die, the man who lay with the woman as well as the woman. So you shall purge 
the evil from Israel. 

2 SAMUEL 

11.4 So David sent messengers to get [Bathsheba], and she came to him, and he 
lay with her. 

12.11, 24 Thus says YHWH: I will raise up trouble against you from within your own 
house; and I will take your wives before your eyes, and give them to your neigh-
bor, and he shall lie with your women in the sight of this very sun….Then David 
consoled his woman Bathsheba, and went to her and lay with her; and she 
bore a son, and he named him Solomon. 

13.11 But when [Tamar] brought them near [Amnon] to eat, he took hold of her, and 
said to her, "Come, lie with me, my sister." 

 


