
Arresting the apostles and disciples in Acts 
 
4.1-3 While Peter and John were speaking to the people, the priests, the 

captain of the temple, and the Sadducees came to them, much an-
noyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming that in 
Jesus there is the resurrection of the dead. So they arrested them and 
put them in custody until the next day… 

5.17-18 Then the high priest took action; he and all who were with him (that 
is, the sect of the Sadducees), being filled with jealousy, arrested the 
apostles and put them in the public prison. 

8.3 But Saul was ravaging the church by entering house after house; 
dragging off both men and women, he committed them to prison. 

12.1-4 About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who be-
longed to the church. He had James, the brother of John, killed with 
the sword After he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to ar-
rest Peter also. (This was during the festival of Unleavened Bread.) 
When he had seized him, he put him in prison and handed him over 
to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending to bring him out to 
the people after the Passover. 

16.19b-24 …they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace 
before the authorities. When they had brought them before the 
magistrates, they said, "These men are disturbing our city; they are 
Jews and are advocating customs that are not lawful for us as Romans 
to adopt or observe." The crowd joined in attacking them and the 
magistrates had them stripped of their clothing and ordered them to 
be beaten with rods. After they had given them a severe flogging, 
they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep them se-
curely. Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell 
and fastened their feet in the stocks. 

21.33 Then the tribune came, arrested [Paul], and ordered him to be 
bound with two chains; he inquired who he was and what he had 
done. 

24.27 After two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus; 
and since he wanted to grant the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in 
prison. 

 


