
The Sanhedrin in Acts 
 

4.15 So they ordered [Peter and John] to leave the Sanhedrin while 
they discussed the matter with one another. 

5.21, 27, 34, 41 When the high priest and those with him arrived, they called to-
gether the Sanhedrin and the whole body of the elders of Israel, 
and sent to the prison to have [the apostles] brought….When they 
had brought them, they had them stand before the Sanhed-
rin….But a Pharisee in the Sanhedrin named Gamaliel, a teacher of 
the law, respected by all the people, stood up and ordered the men 
to be put outside for a short time….they left the Sanhedrin, they re-
joiced that they were considered worthy to suffer dishonor for the 
sake of the name. 

6.12, 15 They stirred up the people as well as the elders and the scribes; 
then they suddenly confronted [Stephen], seized him, and brought 
him before the Sanhedrin….And all who sat in the Sanhedrin 
looked intently at him, and they saw that his face was like the face 
of an angel. 

22.30-23.1, 6 Since he wanted to find out what Paul was being accused of by the 
Judeans, the next day he released him and ordered the chief priests 
and the entire Sanhedrin to meet. He brought Paul down and had 
him stand before them. While Paul was looking intently at the San-
hedrin he said, "Brothers, up to this day I have lived my life with a 
clear conscience before God."… When Paul noticed that some were 
Sadducees and others were Pharisees, he called out in the Sanhed-
rin, "Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees. I am on trial con-
cerning the hope of the resurrection of the dead." 

23.15, 20 [Judeans who are bound to kill Paul] “Now then, you and the San-
hedrin must notify the tribune to bring him down to you, on the 
pretext that you want to make a more thorough examination of his 
case. And we are ready to do away with him before he arrives."… He 
answered, "The Judeans have agreed to ask you to bring Paul down 
to the Sanhedrin tomorrow, as though they were going to inquire 
more thoroughly into his case.” 

23.28 ["Claudius Lysias to his Excellency the governor Felix]: “Since I 
wanted to know the charge for which they accused [Paul], I had 
him brought to their Sanhedrin.” 

24.20 “Or let these [Judeans from Asia] here tell what crime they had 
found when I [Paul] stood before the Sanhedrin” 

 
 


