
Barnabas in Acts 
 

5.36-37 There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the apostles 
gave the name Barnabas (which means "son of encouragement"). He sold 
a field that belonged to him, then brought the money, and laid it at the 
apostles' feet. 

9.27 But Barnabas took [Saul], brought him to the apostles, and described for 
them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who had spoken to him, and 
how in Damascus he had spoken boldly in the name of Jesus. 

11.22-26a 

 

News of [the openness of people in Antioch to the Gospel] came to the ears 
of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he 
came and saw the grace of God, he rejoiced, and he exhorted them all to re-
main faithful to the Lord with steadfast devotion; for he was a good man, 
full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were brought to 
the Lord. Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he 
had found him, he brought him to Antioch. 

12.25-13.2 Then after completing their mission Barnabas and Saul returned to Jerusa-
lem and brought with them John, whose other name was Mark. Now in the 
church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon 
who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court of 
Herod the ruler, and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, 
the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 
which I have called them." 

13.42ff [Paul and Barnabas speak to the synagogue in Antioch, then in Iconium, 
on to Derbe, then back through Lystra, Iconium and Antioch] 

15.1-2 Then certain individuals came down from Judea and were teaching the 
brothers, "Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, 
you cannot be saved." And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissen-
sion and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others 
were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question with the 
apostles and the elders. 

15.22-23 Then the apostles and the elders, with the consent of the whole church, de-
cided to choose men from among their members and to send them to 
Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and 
Silas, leaders among the brothers, with the following letter… 

15.35-39 But Paul and Barnabas remained in Antioch, and there, with many oth-
ers, they taught and proclaimed the word of the Lord. After some days 
Paul said to Barnabas, "Come, let us return and visit the believers in 
every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord and see how they 
are doing. Barnabas wanted to take with them John called Mark. But 
Paul decided not to take with them one who had deserted them in 
Pamphylia and had not accompanied them in the work. The disagree-
ment became so sharp that they parted company; Barnabas took Mark 
with him and sailed away to Cyprus. 

 


