The Census in the Hebrew Bible

Exodus 30.12;
38.25-27

When you take a census of the Israelites to register them, at regis-
tration all of them shall give a ransom for their lives to YHWH, so
that no plague may come upon them for being registered....silver
from those of the congregation who were counted was one hun-
dred talents and one thousand seven hundred seventy-five shek-
els, measured by the sanctuary shekel; a beka a head (that is, half a
shekel, measured by the sanctuary shekel), for everyone who was
counted in the census, from twenty years old and upward, for six hun-
dred three thousand, five hundred fifty men. The hundred talents of
silver were for casting the bases of the sanctuary, and the bases of
the curtain; one hundred bases for the hundred talents, a talent for
a base.

Numbers 1.2-3,
49

Take a census of the whole congregation of Israelites, in their clans,
by ancestral houses, according to the number of names, every male in-
dividually; from twenty years old and upward, everyone in Israel able
to go to war. You and Aaron shall enroll them, company by com-
pany...Only the tribe of Levi you shall not enroll, and you shall not take
a census of them with the other Israelites.

Numbers 4.2-3

Take a census of the Kohathites separate from the other Levites, by
their clans and their ancestral houses, from thirty years old up to fifty
years old, all who qualify to do work relating to the tent of meeting.

Numbers 26.1-2

After the plague YHWH said to Moses and to Eleazar son of Aaron
the priest, "Take a census of the whole congregation of the Israel-

ites, from twenty years old and upward, by their ancestral houses, eve-
ryone in Israel able to go to war."

2 Samuel 24 .2-
4

So the king said to Joab and the commanders of the army, who
were with him, "Go through all the tribes of Israel, from Dan to Beer-
sheba, and take a census of the people, so that | may know how
many there are." But Joab said to the king, "May YHWH your God in-
crease the number of the people a hundredfold, while the eyes of my
lord the king can still see it! But why does my lord the king want to do
this?" But the king's word prevailed against Joab and the commanders
of the army. So Joab and the commanders of the army went out from
the presence of the king to take a census of the people of Israel.

2 Chronicles
2.17-18

Then Solomon took a census of all the aliens who were residing in
the land of Israel, after the census that his father David had taken;
and there were found to be one hundred fifty-three thousand six hun-
dred. Seventy thousand of them he assigned as laborers, eighty thou-
sand as stonecutters in the hill country, and three thousand six hun-
dred as overseers to make the people work.




