
“Goshen” in the Bible 

GENESIS 

45.9-11 Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph, God has 
made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the 
land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children's 
children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you 
there--since there are five more years of famine to come--so that you and your 
household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.'” 

46.28-
29a 

Israel sent Judah ahead to Joseph to lead the way before him into Goshen. When 
they came to the land of Goshen, Joseph made ready his chariot and went up to 
meet his father Israel in Goshen. 

46.34-
47.1-6 

“…you shall say, 'Your servants have been keepers of livestock from our youth 
even until now, both we and our ancestors'--in order that you may settle in the 
land of Goshen, because all shepherds are abhorrent to the Egyptians." So Jo-
seph went and told Pharaoh, "My father and my brothers, with their flocks and herds 
and all that they possess, have come from the land of Canaan; they are now in the 
land of Goshen." From among his brothers he took five men and presented them to 
Pharaoh. Pharaoh said to his brothers, "What is your occupation?" And they said to 
Pharaoh, "Your servants are shepherds, as our ancestors were. They said to Pharaoh, 
"We have come to reside as aliens in the land; for there is no pasture for your serv-
ants' flocks because the famine is severe in the land of Canaan. Now, we ask you, let 
your servants settle in the land of Goshen." Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Your fa-
ther and your brothers have come to you. The land of Egypt is before you; settle your 
father and your brothers in the best part of the land; let them live in the land of Go-
shen; and if you know that there are capable men among them, put them in charge 
of my livestock." 

47.27 Thus Israel settled in the land of Egypt, in the region of Goshen; and they gained 
possessions in it, and were fruitful and multiplied exceedingly. 

50.7-8 So Joseph went up to bury his father. With him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, 
the elders of his household, and all the elders of the land of Egypt as well as all the 
household of Joseph, his brothers, and his father's household. Only their children, 
their flocks, and their herds were left in the land of Goshen. 

EXODUS 

8.22 “But on that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, where my people live, so that 
no swarms of flies shall be there, that you may know that I YHWH am in this land.” 

9.26 Only in the land of Goshen, where the Israelites were, there was no hail. 

JOSHUA 

10.41 And Joshua defeated them from Kadesh-barnea to Gaza, and all the country of Go-
shen, as far as Gibeon. 

11.16 So Joshua took all that land: the hill country and all the Negeb and all the land of 
Goshen and the lowland and the Arabah and the hill country of Israel and its low-
land… 

15.51 [Goshen named as a town of the hill country of Judah, near Carmel, Ziph, Jezreel] 

 


