Genesis 49 and Deuteronomy 33 shared themes/vocabulary

[chart generated by ChatGPT; modified by wjhb]

1. Blessing Formula and Divine Favor
772 (brk, “to bless")

e Gen 49:28 - opk 7727 (“he blessed
them”)
o Deut 33:1- 7727 287 (“this is the bless-
ing”)
Establishes both chapters explicitly as

testamentary blessings; Deut 33 consciously
echoes the patriarchal model of Gen 49.

»x (“mr, “to say”)

o Gen 49:1- 1057 7738) ... 10087 (speech in-
troduction)

o Deut 33:1- iniy o5 .70 722 28 (implied
formal speech)

Shared testamentary rhetoric: final
words spoken “before death.”

2. Military Strength and Victory

=3 / 2 (gwr, “young lion / to attack”)
o Gen 49:9 (Judah) — 777 798 1
o Deut 33:22 (Dan) — /7% 71 )7

Direct verbal parallel. Dan’s description
in Deut 33 intentionally reuses Judah’s
royal/military imagery from Gen 49.

v /1 (yad, “hand,” power)
e Gen 49:8 — 7% 9702 77
o Deut 33:7 - i> 37 r7 (Judah)

o Deut 33:11 - »pp 20y yop (hand implied
as agent)

“Hand” functions metonymically for mili-
tary dominance and divine empower-
ment.

anx (' oyev, “enemy”)
e Gen 49:8 — 2% 979
o« Deut 33:7 - i 27 7 (context: enemies)
o Deut 33:27 — 28 700 w12

Shared conception of tribal blessing as
victory over enemies.

3. Fertility, Land, and Abundance
2/ vow (Sp° / rb, “abundance, many”)

e« Gen 49:25-26 (Joseph) — y29 .00 1572
non

o Deut 33:13-16 (Joseph) — o»v 7392...
wpY Dyan

Deut 33 expands and elaborates Gen
49's Joseph blessing using similar fertility
vocabulary.

oyin / oonw (8amayim / téhoém, “heavens /
deep”)

e Gen 49:25 - %y oy ndI2
o Deut 33:13 — nip nx29 077 .. 500 DV TIEY

Nearly formulaic reuse of cosmic fertility
imagery.

4. Security and Rest
1w (Skn, “to dwell”)

e Gen 49:13 (Zebulun) - implied coastal
dwelling

o Deut 33:12 (Benjamin) - >y »on2 12
Tribal blessing expressed in terms of se-
cure habitation.
nua (bth, “to dwell securely”)

« Gen 49:15 (Issachar) - rest/security
motif

o Deut 33:28 — v o571 150

Moves from tribal rest (Gen 49) to na-
tional security (Deut 33).

5. Leadership and Authority

mprn [ vaw (§€bet / mahoqgéq, “scepter /
ruler”)

«  Gen 49:10 — 777 v2Y M0NY
o Deut 33:5 - 75 pw2 T

Deut 33 generalizes Judah’s royal prom-
ise into YHWH'’s kingship over Israel.



