Nathan before King David

2 SAMUEL 7.4-17

But that same night the word of YHWH
came to Nathan: Go and tell my serv-
ant David: Thus says YHWH: Are you
the one to build me a house to live in? |
have not lived in a house since the day |
brought up the people of Israel from
Egypt to this day, but | have been mov-
ing about in a tent and a tabernacle.
Wherever | have moved about among all
the people of Israel, did | ever speak a
word with any of the tribal leaders of Is-
rael, whom | commmanded to shepherd
my people Israel, saying, "Why have you
not built me a house of cedar?" Now
therefore thus you shall say to my serv-
ant David: Thus says YHWH of hosts: |
took you from the pasture, from follow-
ing the sheep to be prince over my peo-
ple Israel; and | have been with you
wherever you went, and have cut off all
your enemies from before you; and | will
make for you a great name, like the
name of the great ones of the earth. And
| will appoint a place for my people Israel
and will plant them, so that they may
live in their own place, and be disturbed
no more; and evildoers shall afflict them
Nno more, as formerly, from the time that
| appointed judges over my people Is-
rael; and | will give you rest from all your
enemies. Moreover YHWH declares to
you that YHWH will make you a house.
When your days are fulfilled and you lie
down with your ancestors, | will raise up
your offspring after you, who shall come

and YHWH sent Nathan to David. He
came to him, and said to him, "There were
two men in a certain city, the one rich and
the other poor. The rich man had very
many flocks and herds; but the poor man
had nothing but one little ewe lamb,
which he had bought. He brought it up,
and it grew up with him and with his chil-
dren; it used to eat of his meager fare, and
drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom,
and it was like a daughter to him. Now
there came a traveler to the rich man, and
he was loath to take one of his own flock
or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who
had come to him, but he took the poor
man's lamb, and prepared that for the
guest who had come to him." Then Da-
vid's anger was greatly kindled against
the man. He said to Nathan, "As YHWH
lives, the man who has done this deserves
to die; he shall restore the lamb fourfold,
because he did this thing, and because he
had no pity." Nathan said to David, "You
are the man! Thus says YHWH, the God
of Israel: | anointed you king over Israel,
and | rescued you from the hand of Saul; |
gave you your master's house, and your
master's wives into your bosom, and gave
you the house of Israel and of Judah; and
if that had been too little, | would have
added as much more. Why have you des-
pised the word of YHWH, to do what is evil
in his sight? You have struck down Uriah
the Hittite with the sword, and have taken
his wife to be your wife, and have killed

2 SAMUEL 12.1-12 1KINGS 1.23-27

The king was told, "Here is the
prophet Nathan." When he came in
before the king, he did obeisance
to the king, with his face to the
ground. Nathan said, "My lord the
king, have you said, 'Adonijah shall
succeed me as king, and he shall sit
on my throne'? For today he has
gone down and has sacrificed oxen,
fatted cattle, and sheep in abun-
dance, and has invited all the king's
children, Joab the commander of
the army, and the priest Abiathar,
who are now eating and drinking
before him, and saying, 'Long live
King Adonijah!' But he did not invite
me, your servant, and the priest Za-
dok, and Benaiah son of Jehoiada,
and your servant Solomon. Has this
thing been brought about by my
lord the king and you have not let
your servants know who should sit
on the throne of my lord the king af-
ter him?"




forth from your body, and | will establish
his kingdom. He shall build a house for
my name, and | will establish the throne
of his kingdom forever. | will be a father
to him, and he shall be a son to me.
When he commits iniquity, | will punish
him with a rod such as mortals use, with
blows inflicted by human beings. But |
will not take my steadfast love from him,
as | took it from Saul, whom | put away
from before you. Your house and your
kingdom shall be made sure forever be-
fore me; your throne shall be established
forever. In accordance with all these
words and with all this vision, Nathan
spoke to David.

him with the sword of the Ammonites.
Now therefore the sword shall never de-
part from your house, for you have des-
pised me, and have taken the wife of
Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. Thus
says YHWH: | will raise up trouble against
you from within your own house; and |
will take your wives before your eyes, and
give them to your neighbor, and he shall
lie with your wives in the sight of this very
sun. For you did it secretly; but | will do
this thing before all Israel, and before the
sun."




