
Hebrew words for YHWH’s habitation 
 
bayit YHWH, “house of 
YHWH,” 240x in MT 

7x in 1 Kings 6-7;  
9x in 1 Kings 8-10 

only 23.19; 34.26 in Exodus 

haychal, “palace” or 
“temple,” 80x in MT 

6x in 1 Kings 6-7;  
not elsewhere in Solomon 
story 

not in Exodus 

mishkan, “tabernacle,” 
139x in MT 

only Joshua 22.19; 2 Sam-
uel 7.6 in Deut-2 Kings 
(DH) 

58x in Exodus 25-40 

 
 
Some mixed uses:  

Psalm 26.8: O YHWH, I love the house [bayit] in which you dwell, and the place 
[mishkan] where your glory abides. 

2 Samuel 7: “I have not lived in a house [bayit] since the day I brought up thepeople 
of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a taber-
nacle [mishkan].” 

Jeremiah 7.4: Do not trust in these deceptive words: "This is the temple [haychal] of 
YHWH, the temple of YHWH, the temple of YHWH." 

Jeremiah 9.18: For a sound of wailing is heard from Zion: "How we are ruined! We 
are utterly shamed, because we have left the land, because they have cast down 
our dwellings [mishkan]." 

Ezekiel 37.27: My dwelling place [mishkan] shall be with them; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. 

Ezekiel 41.4-5: He measured the depth of the room, twenty cubits, and its width, 
twenty cubits, beyond the nave [haychal]. And he said to me, This is the most holy 
place. Then he measured the wall of the temple, six cubits thick; and the width of 
the side chambers, four cubits, all around the temple [bayit]. 

 


